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Academy members and professionals in the 
fields of spirituality and consciousness studies 
are invited to contribute articles and book 
reviews for publication in both the Journal and 
The Searchlight. Please contact the Editor, Jim 
Beichler, for more information. 


Contribute to the Journal 


Thank you to all who contributed to this issue of the Journal. The 
Journal is published twice a year, in Summer and Winter. The 
deadline for the Winter 2020 issue is November 1, but priority 
is given to the earliest submissions and to those submitted by 
members of the Academy. Members are encouraged to 
contribute to the Journal. The six general subject areas are: 

* philosophical discussion 

* case study/research 

* historical account 

* theoretical research 

* commentary (discussion of a prior article, current event or 

important and relevant issue) 

* book review 

* letters to the editor 
Guidelines for submission can be found in the back of this issue. 
Potential contributors may want to first query the editor at 
jebcolst@aol.com before submitting their work. Book reviews 
should also be sent to Jim Beichler at jebcolst@aol.com. 


Many times, we are contacted by members and professionals in 
the field of spirituality and consciousness studies who wish to 
obtain past printed issues of our Journal and/or the Searchlight 
that we no longer have in stock. If you are considering getting rid 
of your collection of these old publications, please consider 
donating them back to the Academy for use by others. Contact us 
if you wish to donate old Academy publications and/or other 
pertinent publications, including those of other organizations. 
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á James E. Beichler, Ph.D., taught physics, mathematics, the history, and 
philosophy of science, as well as European history before recently retiring. He earned 
his Ph.D. in 1999 from the Union Institute and University in paraphysics (or bio- 
psychophysics), a highly controversial branch of theoretical physics. He is also a PhD 
trained historian of science. He has published several books and numerous articles, 
and presented his research at conferences around the world, but the most important, 
his book To Die For, was first published in 2008. The second edition will soon be 
published. He has published other books through Amazon.com. His other work and 
shorter publications can be found online, read, and downloaded at Academia.edu. 


£ James Paul Pandarakalam, MB.BS, DPM., RCPSI, DCP, MDCH, has been 
working in the field of psychiatry for the past 37 years, is currently a consultant 
psychiatrist for the 5 Boroughs Partnership NHS Foundation Trust. His current 
interest is psycho-virology in which he is investigating an autoimmune and viral 
cause for certain types of schizophrenia. He has also a special interest in 
NeuroQuantology and consciousness studies. 


á Carl J. Schroeder is a parent and MIT trained software engineer by trade, and 
mystical theologian at heart. A spiritual awakening after college set him on the path 
of spiritual teachings starting with the channelings of Lazaris, and ultimately led to 
his own realization of past lives, higher self, and soul, plus a mission to share 
techniques of consciousness. In the Boston area until 2014, Carl led spirituality and 
dreamwork groups as well as ran the Mystical Art and Talent Show at the Cambridge 
Swedenborg Chapel, a venue for creative types to share spiritual experience-based 
artwork. Since moving to the Triangle area of NC, Carl has enjoyed participating at 
the Rhine Center, Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship, and teaching his own meetup for 
spiritual psychology called “Inner Selves for Outer Mastery”. 


4 Peter Jezard, B.Sc., Following an interest in alternatives to Western social systems 
and the conventional ways in which we believe that we individualistically think. In 
the late 1960s, Peter dropped out from a career in electronics, to pursue a Social 
Studies honours degree. His book Threshold A Fluid Reality (2018, Amazon), 
documents his actual subsequent voyages as an existential sea-nomad and influenced 
by Dr David Bohm, explores his Taoist philosophical investigations into the nature 
of Self and sentient consciousness. From being a co-producer of a regional BBC jazz 
programme he continues as a jazz trombonist with an interest in physics, to 
investigate fresh conceptual models for the expressions that we call ‘Self ' and 
Thought’. 
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Philosophical Discussion 


Growing It Forward (Part 2) 
Universal Process, and the Eternal Life of 
Expanding Consciousness 


Carl Johann Schroeder 


Abstract: I will show how a systems approach can build upon the 
fundamental cooperative twoness of life in order to construct 
through three and four points of awareness the seven mystical steps 
of the universal process. All conscious growth and evolution in the 
human experience are generated within cycles of the universal 
process, so that deeper compassionate appreciations for humanity 
in all of its stages of maturity may become inevitable for the peace 
and prosperity of the planet. 


FIRST THE MANIFESTO 


Since my first big spiritual awakening after college at the age of 24, I 
have been developing my own syncretic theory of a spiritual psychology that 
might sustain and grow itself into a significant contribution toward making 
the world a better place. I remember as a child lying alone in the backyard 
grass struggling with an outsized sense of responsibility to help “save the 
world”. One might speculate that some childhood abuse drove me to project 
the needs to make myself feel safe, and thus began my precocious savior 
complex. But in fact, my childhood was rather good and happy. I grew well 
in small town rural America, the son with one sister of two respected town 
leaders, my mother a popular elementary school teacher, my father a self- 
employed businessman, fireman, town councilman, Mason, Lion’s Club, etc. 

What is true to help explain my drive to improve humanity is that I am a 
second-generation victim of abuse. The secrets that my parents hid all too 
well included that my mother’s father was a monster whom she made sure I 
never met until he died when I was a baby and he left her family in ruins, and 
my immigrant father grew up under Hitler to flee a devastated homeland as 
soon as he was old enough. So yes, “saving the world” had roots in unspoken 
anxieties and the skeletons of unimaginable closets. But such is the sorry state 
of humanity for us all, and I am inspired to believe that everyone survives 
upon a gift to share to make the world a better place when they are ready. My 
own contribution continues to blossom in this essay that you are reading now. 
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My theory and philosophy are pretty big, involving spiritual systems and 
evolutionary processes, and developed over decades of taking classes, giving 
classes, journaling, and mindful creativity. One great joy has been to witness 
the cumulative consistency of the ideas, so that a sense of unshakeable truth 
grew as details filled themselves in progressively. College years planted many 
seeds with the historical names and ideologies to which I was drawn, but as 
is true for many folks my adolescence became increasingly lost, reckless, and 
dark. The betrayals of the world hit hard and sink deep as the young mind 
grows to comprehend the true sorry state of the world. After graduation I got 
the spiritual wake-up call which opened my eyes to synchronicity, the 
presence of God, and the enduring divine potentials of humanity. Thrilled, I 
quit my first job in 1987 with visions of becoming an overnight sensation in 
motivational speaking, only to realize that I needed more life experience, 
study, and integration with a day job to survive. By my mid-thirties I was 
remembering that I was maverick theologians in past lives, a revelation which 
arrived just in time to renew my commitment to keep working for the power 
of a legacy. 

By my forties I was immersed in the classic mid-life crises which include 
divorce, deaths of family and friends, and personal failures. I processed these 
challenges as just more spiritual lessons and discovered the deeper karma of 
evolutionary archetypes in relationships and choices. By the age of fifty I had 
cleared my head enough to move 700 miles and continue raising by myself 
two adopted boys who felt destined to be with me. I learned more about the 
art of letting go to more receive, as all new friends and connections further 
evidenced a universal growth process central to my life philosophy. So here I 
am now in my mid-fifties still unfolding the destiny felt since childhood. I 
cannot stop wanting to make the world a better place, coming from my own 
sense of a soul-based contribution that has been decades and lifetimes in the 
making. 

For the purposes of this introductory essay, I am presenting the N-fold 
development of consciousness itself. That is to say, what is the mindful state 
of one, two, three, and four positions of awareness in balanced combination. 
I then fast-forward over the mysteries of five and six to reach the magic of 
seven, which is the number of sequential steps or stages in the universal 
process which allows consciousness to grow itself without end. Seven has 
been a mystical key for millennia, and I will show exactly why. 

I have personally experienced that an approach of archetypal growth 
stages is essential for living life to its fullest and reconnecting with our divine 
creative source. A “stageism” of consciousness itself allows us to step-by-step 
recognize and participate in the narrative of where we are coming from and 
where we’re going to. “Aha, that’s what happened to me, and now I can plan 
for what is coming next”. All popular systems for personal growth provide 
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this road mapping to some degree, and my model seems particularly 
empowering. The ability to interpret one’s own life story in a reliable 
framework of cosmic principles excites free will and motivates the creation 
of preferred realities. 

Self-recognition and self-acceptance grow naturally with any true 
empowerment, as we learn to say no to judgmental condemnations of our 
shortcomings and yes to what we did right that we can build upon. A well- 
known hallmark of extraordinarily successful people is the capacity to 
reframe any failure as a step of success in the making. Human consciousness 
thus has the irresistible challenge and opportunity to continually integrate at 
least two positions as desirable: where I am now, and where I can imagine 
being. What we need are effective templates for the plans to always get there. 

A universal process of seven steps provides the recipe for continual self- 
improvement and reinvention. As empowered self-creators we no longer have 
to beg a parent God to take us back home if we promise to be good girls and 
boys. That codependent “I please you and you save me” formula for 
traditional religious practice may have been appropriate once long ago but 
certainly no longer, as planet Earth strains under the burden of problems of 
our own making that we need to learn how to solve together. The parental 
reward system for ethical behavior can also easily backfire, as people either 
stop caring when an absent God of unfulfilled promises is presumed dead, or 
they sense that a true divine love should run on forgiveness not punishment 
so they rebel at first, try harder later, and remain generally lost in the hot mess 
of a modern lifestyle. As comedian Emo Philips says, “When I was a kid, I 
used to pray every night for a new bicycle. Then I realized the Lord does not 
work that way, so I stole one and asked Him to forgive me”. 

In old time religion, the goal is to return to a heavenly home from which 
we were expelled due to some original sin. A disconnection from the Creator 
is felt but the exact cause is not clear, so morals become shockingly debatable 
as every church claims it knows the one true way back to eternal love. For 
some the ticket to paradise is good deeds and charity, for others it can be as 
brutal as killing all the heathens and enemies of a severe judgmental God. 
Either way, no amount of rule-following activity ever heals the shame of 
brokenness, since the manifest defect is a state of being that precedes any 
doing. And because every human yearns for the spiritual home where they 
can always belong and feel eternally valued, all humanity becomes tragically 
manipulable in its low self-esteem and desperation to try every trick and 
follow every dogmatic demagogue to a promised land, whatever the cost. The 
psychodrama would be absurd if it were not so terribly real, and the suffering 
of the people thus used and abused has been incalculable. 

The alternative direction for spiritual progress is what I call “growing it 
forward”. What if we are not meant to return to God, simply because we never 


6 


THE JOURNAL FOR SPIRITUAL AND CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES INC 


left? We cannot heal, fix or find that which was never broken or lost. Perhaps 
we just lost sight of how much our divine creatorship is continually expanding 
and growing; we are the gods and goddess in training, because our conception 
of what godhood even brings will grow as we grow. We cannot earn our way 
back to paradise, because we can only increase our awareness of the heaven 
that’s already within to create more heaven everywhere we go. 

We repay the Creator’s gift by offering to what is ahead of us that gift of 
being real, loved, loving, and creatively all powerful. The future generations 
need us, not the past from which we came. Just as to pay it forward means not 
to return money borrowed to its lending source but rather continue the favor 
of funding someone else in need further down the road, so too consciousness 
is not meant to return to its creator but rather apply the source connection to 
keep growing — seeding, nurturing and developing through a universal process 
— more consciousnesses born out of itself. This is the gift of life which begets 
life eternally, in the spirit of a true creator’s love that gives of itself so fully, 
generously, and wisely that we call it divine. 

Thus, all the gnostic dualistic models which regard this world to be a test 
and hell are flawed. Do not please God so you will be taken back to heaven. 
Please God by coming from the heaven within to make this outer world more 
heaven every day. You have the Creator’s power to follow in the Creator’s 
footsteps, so go forth, be fruitful, multiply — by meeting and greeting an ever- 
expanding diversity of life with ever more love and wisdom of your own 
volition, of course. Nature is nothing if not endlessly creative and generative, 
so any spirituality which only supports a righteous monoculture is not 
growing its own Creator forward. 

If such a manifest destiny of consciousness to feed and multiply itself 
most creatively is true, then it must have always been true. I see the evidence 
of such a founding principle everywhere, particularly in the drives of 
humanity that traditional religion and ethics often condemn as bad and wrong 
(effectively deepening the crippling shame of people and the dogma’s hold 
on their behavior). The compulsions of consciousness include free-thinking 
individualism, which shows the irrepressible urge to express the diversity of 
an already confident creation, as opposed to an insecure need to unify under 
one collective church or society that points the way back to God. People 
remain endlessly inventive and rebellious despite the best efforts of regimes 
to beat tribal members into the form of obedient followers. No matter what is 
imprisoned, something still flies free. 

As further evidence for consciousness to always grow there are the 
persistent desires of human beings to collect experiences of pleasure and 
power, which ascetic control systems try but fail to convince us are 
fundamentally wrong. Of course, in their denied and corrupted forms, desires 
lead to self-servicing conflicted dangerous behaviors. But people cannot stop 
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aspiring to be like the gods, heroes and celebrities who live more magically 
fulfilling lives than their own. Nature designed humans to pursue happiness 
with self-asserting actions, far more than any other animal which remains 
content to play within their species’ instinctive survival patterns. 

I cannot view humanity’s technological civilization as unnatural just 
because it has so perilously remade nature or fueled material addictions. Yes 
pollution, poverty, disease, and climate change are terrible effects of human 
power, but few if any people had those outcomes as their plans. The more we 
validate people’s deepest intentions to improve daily life with more joy and 
ease, the more that every detriment of progress will become solvable to make 
heaven on the Earth. Anecdotally speaking, those who return from the 
afterlife through near death and other transcendent experiences describe 
amazing realms of spiritual technologies that work with elemental forces for 
limitless beauty, wisdom, and healing. 

Technology is just a force multiplier, a power leveraging tool. It is only 
as positive or negative, helping or hurting, as the minds who wield it. And the 
ultimate technology is this reality itself, into which we incarnate as the 
spiritual consciousnesses whose fundamental power begins with how we 
interpret the world. We tell the stories for how life is a place to love and care, 
or a place to fight and hate. Let us therefore divide and conquer ideas, not 
people. At the core of every human being, no matter how far they have strayed 
from positive creatorship, is the intention to love — someone, something, 
please let me be good enough to love and be loved! The sad fact that 
desperately lost humans are suckers for bad manipulators does not make the 
people bad, it makes the manipulating forces bad. Let us celebrate that love 
and power go together naturally, because we want and need powerful abilities 
in order to love, heal and help — to make a positive difference for those we 
care about. The only question is whether we are loving some at the expense 
of others, in which case bigger more inclusive solutions are called for. Actions 
that benefit all and harm none should be no-brainers to support. 

Because it is human nature to desire to exceed human nature, I do not 
blame humanity for making mistakes on the way to building up its collective 
civilization. Every error will reveal itself to be an opportunity to learn to love 
better still. Just remember to always keep a power higher than yourself as you 
yourself become a higher power. By the universal process central to my 
theory, we can all “grow it forward” to become the Gods and Goddesses of 
our own inner worlds of consciousness which then translate to the outer 
world. When we improve ourselves, we improve all of our relationships from 
the better person we have become. So, while you “tend your garden” I will be 
tending mine, and together we can grow more gardens for everyone enjoy. 

Learning to love is an endless journey of pragmatic actions as well as 
idealistic feelings. By giving each other the feedback for what works in 
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specific relationships, together we keep ourselves honest to continually 
improve for humanity in general. Future goals are subjectively conceived but 
then objectively experienced with other people. In other words, it is only 
natural that my starting point for doing good is what pleases me, but if I care 
about you too then I will adjust my actions to seek what’s good for both of us. 
Then it is only a matter of faith that the harmonious solution exists which will 
include everyone. I believe that goal is real and attainable as a matter of 
spiritual truth. What is good for all — sustainable and growing in all the best 
ways — is simply divine. 

For example, in working with my own best childhood qualities (idealism, 
imagination, wonder, faith) I can develop strengths of such qualities to share 
with others who hold these values as well. Physician heal thyself — as a child 
I wanted to save the world, as I grew, I saved myself, now maybe I can help 
to save the world after all? Certainly, my story is unique in many elements, 
for who I knew, where I went, and what I did that I enjoyed which opened up 
more doors. But the path of self-improvement to love and be more loved is 
universal, thus I can seek out our commonalities to communicate the lessons 
that I learned for how good it can be to be human on the Earth. You know 
most deeply of what I speak from your own experience, so together we can 
fit more pieces of the greater sacred puzzle. Where did the world go wrong, 
and where can it still go right? 

Permanent healing and uplifting (that sense of saving) is only possible 
because working with the inner child and all the other inner selves is more 
than just a technique: it is an eternally growing real relationship. All the 
developmental stages of each individual continue to exist and connect 
psychically, so to me my inner child is inside, but to my child I am his inner 
future self. Einstein taught that time-space is one and simultaneous, so every 
moment in time that is worth remembering continues to exist and seek its best 
relationship with every other. This ever-refining homeostasis of the greater 
endless Self becomes the template for what we can and will do with our fellow 
human beings. We can only love and experience with others as much as we 
have loved and experienced with our selves — literally. 

Expand your mind to work with your own eternal inner child, inner 
adolescent, past lives, future lives and more, even as you and your outer peers 
remain the inner selves of your mutual Creator. God (Goddess, Great Spirit, 
whatever you want to call it, including Big Sweetie I heard someone say most 
adorably) is that ever-expanding Source and Cocreator who always says YES 
to making more heaven with anyone who is willing. Thus, humanity evolves, 
humanity’s vision of the divine evolves, and the divine itself evolves to reveal 
always more wonders of the infinitely unfolding consciousness. Welcome to 
the joys of eternal life and shared Godhood! 
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NOW THE MANIFEST DETAILS 


In the first part of this two part essay I presented in some detail my views 
on the unity source of consciousness and the duality which follows naturally 
as an expression of the love that perpetuates life (and the life that perpetuates 
love). Since the nature and origins of consciousness are increasingly 
respectable topics for academic study and debate, I took some time to connect 
with various historical and factual references which I will not repeat here now. 
This time I need to cover more ground to circumscribe my larger philosophy 
which is primarily qualitative and experientially validated. I believe there is a 
rich context of both physical and metaphysical observations to give credence 
to my system, so I will mention some related points without claiming a level 
of proof or research which exceeds the current conversation. Testable 
predictions would also be interesting for future exploration. 

To recap, the unity source of consciousness is that mystical holy grail of 
meditation, which is theoretical until personally encountered, and then life 
transforming. Literally, NO THING is required for awareness to subsist upon. 
We live in material bodies in a material world, so it is not obvious that 
consciousness precedes and seeds everything. But to find and feel the truth is 
miraculous, because at some limit of introspection you will discover that you 
can be aware of only your own awareness. What’s more, this discovery is not 
a dimming of existence toward oblivion but rather an electrifying revelation 
of pure refreshing vibrancy. Though one moment of mystical Oneness may 
be fleeting it is also pure and incorruptible beyond all time and space. By 
whatever means and to whatever degree the unity is absorbed, experiencers 
typically return into their realities no longer fearing loss and death the same 
way ever again. There is a Source of the I AM which is infinitely more reliable 
and durable than any material temporal lifespan within which we were meant 
to play with a true Creator’s confidence to share the joys of eternal 
unconditional existence. 

So, take a moment to consider what it must be like to be an immortal 
center of awareness who requires nothing to always exist in complete 
satisfaction and bliss. There is no basis to ever feel insecure or wanting, 
because you are always coming from a place of total miraculous fulfillment. 
I AM! There is nothing to do but give fully and generously with total 
adoration, because everything that can ever be known stems from you with 
complete comprehension. There is no problem you cannot solve and no desire 
you cannot fulfill, because nothing can come into formation without your 
involvement from the start. Thus, all life begins from this unshakable 
inviolable wellspring of being, an unconditionally loving source who never 
needed to share existence with another but purely chose to. Rest assured 
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therefore that you are always wanted understood, and belong, regardless of 
how unaware you may become of your own transcendent origins. 

Given the gift of the oneness from which everything flows we can now 
move into the twoness of a cooperative duality, which is manifested as the 
masculine and feminine principles. The eternal loving accepting source holds 
the feminine quality of being and how things are done, while the temporal 
loved accepted creation shows the masculine action of doing and what things 
are done. The feminine pattern or energy is always the originator and steady 
source of all potentials for power, while the masculine is played out in the 
goals and missions which are dependent on a context of devoted service 
within beginnings and ends. 

Feminine strengths include imagination, intention, desire, inspiration, 
caring, and creative motivation. Masculine strengths include willful 
decisions, mission focus, implementing of plans, accomplishing goals, and 
proudly meeting expectations. Motherhood epitomizes the feminine as the 
one who gives birth, nurtures, values, and loves unconditionally — a good 
mother should always welcome you back home and love you for your inherent 
worth even when no one else can. Fatherhood contains the masculine energy 
as the teacher of learning, earned worth, esteem and evaluation. A good father 
figure models effective laudable behavior as he goes out into the world each 
day to work, win resources, and bring home whatever is needed for the wife 
and children who are his reason for living. “Dinner’s almost ready, how was 
your day dear?” “Oh brutal, but I do it all for you honey, you made me forever 
happy when you said yes to marry me!” Such stereotypical roles and scenes 
can be appreciated as both metaphorical and literal, as the archetypes provide 
universal formulas for successful realities with patterns based on real 
energies. 

Fortunately, any successful unity that we can possibly experience is the 
result of a duality working well together. I say this is fortunate, because it 
means that everyone regardless of gender contains both the masculine and 
feminine principles. All the judgmental neuroses of chauvinist societies — 
cultures that value one principle to the exclusion of the other — are tragically 
unnecessary. We incarnate as men or women so that nature can help jumpstart 
whatever masculine/feminine rebalancing we need for successful living, not 
because we are male or female in essential character. All people are a spiritual 
combination within. Women on the outside usually need to learn more about 
the feminine in relation to the masculine, while men learn of the masculine in 
relation to the feminine. 

Men who think only the masculine has value and power will become 
weak and dependent on women whom they must dominate to make them feel 
powerful. This is because the masculine is created to accomplish finite goals 
for the enduring feminine source, so on its own the masculine is short-lived 
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and meaningless. Chauvinist men show their weakness in displays of false 
strength, such as control, competition, and violence. They pretend to run the 
world while in fact they remain the overgrown entitled children of the women 
who do all the real emotional work that keeps the world spinning. Little lost 
boy-men are desperate to convince each other that actions are everything and 
emotions are nothing, when in fact reality is emotion based. Without empathic 
caring to motivate, all activity becomes increasingly reactive, compulsive, 
and futile. Repetitive rule-based male winning is an empty lifestyle, in which 
dominating men become shallow violent caricatures of human beings while 
the women who serve them remain tragically under-developed, undiscovered, 
and abused. 

The feminine and masculine principles working together in creative 
generative harmony is the most beautiful experience imaginable, both 
objectively and subjectively. Objectively, these are the God and Goddess 
origins of every universe, from physical to spiritual, forever revealing 
themselves in wonderous forms of beautiful functional elegance. The miracles 
of nature, from places of grandeur to creatures of living perfection, have been 
healing and holy to behold for all people throughout the ages. Subjectively, 
the imprint of divine union is the universal inspiration and sensuality which 
drive the lovers, artists, mystics, naturalists and more in their passions to 
pursue and adore transcendent wholeness. 

At its core, the successful interaction of masculine and feminine is the 
inner marriage of intimate loving partnership which makes life endlessly 
worth living and sparks the desire and ability to share existence with others. 
Outer relationships are only as tender, satisfying, and complete as the inner 
relationship whose balance sets the template for what is possible. Our inner 
garden of the eternal couple opens the door to the divine harmony which 
revisits ecstatic Unity as often as desired and needed to guide the joys of a 
sustainable outer world and all the lifestyles thriving within it. 

Having established how the duality or twoness is truly cooperative, we 
can consider the nature of a successful trinity or threefold consciousness. 
There are many examples in philosophy and history which give the sense of 
a minimal system that resolves its own tensions. There is the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost in patriarchal Christianity, or in non-chauvinist terms the Parent, 
Child, and Holy Ghost. The elder source has a contrasting offspring which 
benefits from a mediating spiritual connection. A family metaphor is being 
tapped here to evoke the authority and experience of the parent’s generation 
(God), the evolving progress of the child’s generation (Jesus Christ, son of 
God, deity incarnate), and the loyalty and love which hold the family together 
(divine inspiration and eternally ready guidance). 

For comparison, a successful secular trinity is the three branches system 
of government as implemented in the United States and based on the proposal 
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of French political philosopher Montesquieu for the separation of powers (a 
term which he coined). The legislative branch makes the laws like a parental 
source of authority, while the executive branch may choose how to deploy 
and enforce like an offspring consequence. Conflicts between the original 
intention and subsequent implementation are to be resolved by the 
transcendent arbitrating wisdom of the judicial branch, not unlike a Holy 
Ghost. When the three branches work together well, a nation prospers and 
evolves. That the system can be corrupted or co-opted does not diminish the 
original ideal and enduring potential. 

After Montesquieu in 18th century France, a dynamic foundation for 
modern trinity was further explored in 19th century German idealism with the 
concept of thesis-antithesis-synthesis, popularly associated today with Hegel 
but truly started by Johann Gottlieb Fichte. In good trinity fashion, an original 
impulse such as unlimited freedom is the thesis which gives rise to the notion 
of its opposite, such as total restriction or imprisonment. The synthesis is then 
the wisdom of a transcendent combination, such as freedom within 
responsible limits, thus creating a structure for continuous improvement. In 
practice, true freedom is indeed gained from an ability to function within 
livable constraints, and we see this with creativity when artists become most 
motivated when they are given limits on resources and rules within which to 
make something, such as a contest or exhibition. Despite what a rebel craves, 
when there are absolutely no obligations or limitations the mind tends to lose 
its will in endless possibilities and does not focus long enough to produce for 
lasting satisfaction. 

More than 2000 years before the European enlightenment, we see the 
power of the dialectic in the Buddha’s own enlightenment. Prince Siddhartha 
Gautama started life within the indulged royalty, but when he saw his own 
opposite in the terrible poverty of underprivileged humanity beyond the 
palace walls, he devoted himself to solving the problem of suffering. He did 
so by discovering the transcendent middle way between feeding the material 
senses as the wealthy could (thesis) and starving the body to find the spiritual 
as ascetics chose (antithesis). Buddha discovered that life could be lived for 
compassion within a healthy balance, and this immediately opened up entirely 
new vistas of divine self-realization (synthesis). 

For my own working model of the trinity, I focus on the goals of divinely 
bestowed creatorship within the “grow it forward” paradigm. We all begin as 
the creation: nature’s created creature of needs and impulses which cannot see 
the forest for the trees. We live rather lost and on faith, down here in our own 
subjectivity, driven to survive and hopefully thriving enough to appreciate our 
own qualia. “Qualia” is the term that consciousness researchers and 
philosophers use to denote the experience of actually being a certain animal 


13 


Volume 43, Number 1 JASCS SUMMER 2020 


or having a certain physical sense. Color for example is a miraculous type of 
qualia that enriches human life. 

There is no such thing as a color to be found in the electromagnetic 
frequencies which impinge on our visual organs to transmit certain biol- 
electrical impulses to the brain. Yet as living people we know none of all that 
science of the physical mechanisms for existing on the Earth in human bodies. 
We only know redness, or blueness, such as the redness of the flushed lover 
or the blueness of the clear lit sunny sky. Qualia are the joys of consciousness, 
the building blocks for the meaning of our lives, and thus gifts from the 
feminine source of Creation. To be the creature of time and space who is 
subjectively experiencing a mysterious existence in actionable steps of 
awareness is to be the masculine principle sent forth to return one day older 
wiser to its own Creator. 

And so, my view of trinity begins with the dualistic contrast between 
creation and creator, or masculine subjectivity and feminine objectivity. It 
may seem surprising to identify subjectivity with the masculine and 
objectivity with the feminine, since cultural stereotypes (largely chauvinist 
here) would say that men are objective and sensible in their logical 
calculations for worldly achievements (“that’s just business, do not take it 
personally”) while women are the weaker ones lost in subjective emotions 
that render them incapable of making solid creative decisions. Such deeply 
offensive sexism comes from dysfunctional dogma after all, and real 
archetypes place the stronger origin with the feminine principle. The 
masculine is temporary, mission oriented, and thus very much about 
becoming the creation that must focus on its own subjectively driven agenda. 
The masculine seeks its destiny until a larger picture comes into view for the 
Home and Source to which gratitude is due for the cyclic opportunities to live. 
The pure feminine is eternally secure and thus can afford to objectively focus 
beyond incarnate needs to care for and support the adventures of the 
masculine. 

In practice, a feminine oriented creature must be careful from its selfless 
objectivity to not lose itself in serving others, since it does indeed have a 
subjective body to maintain. Sexist male objectivity which is cruel and 
uncaring to abuse the feminine generosity simply has no place in any 
sustainable creation. Cold macho toughness has nothing to do with true divine 
objectivity, the latter being characterized by heart rendering moments such as 
when a parent sees their newborn child and is suddenly consumed by 
complete selfless adoration. From that point onward (as often as the timeless 
moment strikes) the creator parent - regardless of gender - is utterly devoted 
with feminine love to giving the created child every opportunity for a full and 
happy life. Such a love is unconditional, thinking nothing of itself, reward, or 
recognition. Only when it springs into action does the feminine potential 
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become an active display of power associated with the masculine, thus 
demonstrating the turn of the yin yang symbol in which each side contains the 
seed of the other. Do not mess with the mother bear; without a moment’s 
hesitation she will give up her life to defend her young! 

The third position of any trinity is the sustaining principle by which the 
contrasting pair in fact works well together, and so it is the wisdom of their 
eternal love. In the Parent/Child or God/Incarnation trinity of religion, the 
mediating third is the Holy Ghost, which comes whenever called to restore 
divine connection and work miracles. In three branches of government it is 
the life-appointed wisdom of the judicial branch, representing the best spirit 
of the law which keeps a society functioning within fair and reasonable 
bounds. The synthesis of the dialectic’s third position must by definition 
connect both sides for progress, and the Buddha’s middle way launches the 
materially dependent human into enlightened higher perspectives from which 
suffering is easily renounced as the clinging to illusion. So too my third 
position for the Creation and Creator is the Cocreator, and the resolution of 
the Subjective Objective dynamic is holistic System Awareness. The two 
triples are synonymous, I just tend to use the former to emphasize spiritual 
roles while the latter addresses consciousness. 

Both synthesis terms of cocreator and system deserve a little explanation. 
Cocreator has entered into the fuzzy new age jargon, but it does mean 
something definite. Cocreating refers to skills of communication and 
teamwork which can remain dormant for a single creator. When you are the 
only driver of a project, your control can be gentle or authoritarian, but either 
way you may function brilliantly without ever knowing how. It’s puzzling 
when unconscious talents remain elusive and unteachable. This is why there 
are so many books on the creative process, from raising awareness for how to 
enter and sustain flow, to how to bust creative block and germinate ideas, to 
how to take a joyful spark of imagination through many proven steps to a 
finished product that others can enjoy (thus birthing a possible career). 
Everyone has some experience of creatorship (else they would not exist) but 
not everyone has the awareness of it that can be gained by breaking into a 
system into cooperative parts. 

The approach of divide and conquer works — or I like to call it baby steps 
— because there is a magical point at which any gap that our attention could 
not bridge becomes suddenly leaped when the increments are small enough. 
In fact, it is the mysterious process of building consciousness itself that the 
seven steps of a universal process help to explain, but we are still getting there 
from three-ness. For now, suffice to say that co-creatorship is a conscious 
mastery of the subjective experience of being an objective creator, or being 
able to reproduce the creative qualia in a system. First you need some 
experience of creating for and by yourself before you can function within a 
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creative team that further assigns the roles. For example, describing the 
physics and biochemistry of color perception will never teach you red or blue, 
but once you have that subjective knowing then the science of color may (or 
may not) enrich your participation with everything you see. A class in art 
appreciation can become a co-creative experience of being raised to a higher 
level of inspiration, wherein the creatively inclined viewer becomes 
influenced to create more art of their own, starting from imitation and 
developing originality. And rest assured that the feminine source celebrates 
the love of a pure creative urge, regardless of how amateur or refined the will 
and skill. 

Similarly, system awareness integrates the subjective objective 
dichotomy. I believe that system theory will be recognized as one of the 
greatest enduring achievements of the 20th century, exactly because it 
contains and informs every other field of human endeavor. A system is a 
working set of parts from which arises a total functionality that may be used 
without knowing how it works, thus a system is the structural basis for the 
qualia of consciousness. Systems are both remarkably pragmatic and 
transcendent, with some working examples including the visual system as 
mentioned above, the human body of many organs functioning beautifully 
together, the modern automobile that you can drive places without 
understanding what’s under the hood, and the miraculous ecosystems of the 
Earth. It turns out that as varied as they are, all systems have certain properties 
in common, including emergent higher functions, reserves (stocks) which 
give stability (for example, you eat a meal and then digest for a while, you do 
not have to eat all day), and sudden reconfigurations when stocks run out 
(climate change deniers need to understand that just because the Earth has 
adapted thus far doesn’t mean a cataclysmic tipping point won’t come soon). 

Because systems are so powerful and ubiquitous, I like to identify system 
awareness with co-creatorship and the holy spirit of a trinity. As mind 
connectors, language and communication appear to be emergent from the 
shared experience of systemic metaphors that extend our abilities to think 
together. Consider how many idioms come from the human body system that 
we all inhabit and move within (put your best foot forward, hit the ground 
running). The automobile age empowered our vehicle metaphors even further 
since cars are human inventions we control (driven on the road to success, 
step on the gas). There is a whole class of mind-expanding metaphors for how 
the finite can contain the infinite, such as the fractal whose simple 
mathematical definition when rendered visually gives an endless experience 
of zooming in or out of recurring detailed patterns. Another is the hologram 
which when cut into two halves unlike a 2d photo gives two whole holograms 
again just at lower resolution. Both metaphors are systems that when mapped 
to people beg the glorious question to what degree each of us might contain 
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the entire universe learning to express itself through a certain form. Systems 
are profoundly infinite in potential, as Arthur Koestler clarified in his early 
influential book “The Ghost in the Machine” (1967) by coining the term 
“holon”. A holon is a system whose parts are in turn systems, and which is 
itself the part of even larger systems. The mind boggles with the levels of 
functionality and qualia implied; could everything everywhere comprise a 
growing consciousness? 

Within the infinite hierarchical systems of the universe and our own 
minds, we can certainly study to the limits of what we experience and 
understand today. But we must never assume that there is not always more to 
discover. History is littered with the excited overstatements for what we will 
soon achieve like gods, based on total masteries and theories of everything 
that never arrive. With the physical body for example, I remember in the 
1990’s how the human genome project proclaimed an imminent new era of 
complete control of the human form by the transcription of all our DNA. It 
took 13 years, and then people realized we still had little concept for what it 
all meant much less how to use it except spottily. Today, spiritually minded 
folks dream of activating dormant strands of DNA for the higher ascension 
that will bring peace at last upon the Earth. Others may scoff, but the science 
of epigenetics cannot rule out such wishful possibilities since environmental 
factors indeed switch on and off poorly understood meta-combinations of 
DNA fragments that suggest whole new levels of encoding. Open one system 
door it seems, and another beyond always appears. 

So now that we have looked at trinity consciousness from multiple 
perspectives including my own sets of Subjective-Objective-System aka 
Creation-Creator-Cocreator, let us move on to quaternity, or the archetypal 
interaction of four points of view. Certainly, we could talk about many fours 
both mundane and mystical, such as the four seasons or the four elements. But 
I would like to dive directly into the most fruitful quaternity I have found for 
the purpose of human conscious evolution. It is a classic in many 
philosophical and occult traditions, with theosophy identifying it as the 
human realms of the lowest planes of the seven planes of existence (ah that 
mystical 7 yet to be discussed). Everyone can relate immediately, both 
subjectively and objectively, which is a goal. These are the four levels of 
humanness: Physical, Emotional (aka Astral), Mental, and Spiritual (aka 
Causal). 

The four levels are usually considered bottom-up from most “dense” 
physical to the least solid higher spiritual, with density implying a sense of 
slowness, thickness or less changeability. Lower should definitely not 
connote inferior, although spiritual escapism will teach as much with the 
physical Earth being a terrible place worth leaving as soon as possible. As I 
stated earlier, my “grow it forward” attitude means that we’re meant to stay 
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and create heaven on the Earth, to bring the ideal source from within and from 
above to be anchored here with us as the conscious guardians of what is true 
and good. I do not deny that there is much negativity and suffering on the 
physical planet at this time in history, but that was never meant to be and 
cannot last (negativity being parasitic with no life force of its own). Originally 
and according to the divine plan, the physical is simply a place so rich with 
unconscious (not understood) details for us to learn to enjoy and cocreate that 
we must slow down to absorb more of the experience. The so-called higher 
more subtle planes are geared to quicker thought and imagination. They fill 
in with our own expectations so quickly that they both manifest more readily 
and cannot force us to stop and smell the roses like the lower denser levels 
can. After we accept full responsibility for the physical, its pleasures will 
unfold to explain why so many consciousnesses still plan to return to solid 
Earth someday, despite our own traditionally bad PR and low self-esteem. 

I know I am waxing a bit poetic and abstractly here, so let’s get down 
into the practical details. The physical plane or level of experience is this 
matter ruled by chemistry and physics, as perceived through the physical 
senses. The emotional level is our feelings, and all those energies that can 
distress or excite, depress, or motivate. The mental level holds our thoughts, 
ideas, beliefs, and world views. The spiritual contains our values and 
inspirations, which certainly compel further thoughts and feelings but truly 
precede. The choices that you make (or made at some point) for what tribal 
groups you live within and engage with for your identity determine what you 
value and what inspires you, which then cascade down into the levels below. 

What is most interesting is that while all people can relate to having these 
four parts of themselves, not everyone will realize that each level is a world 
unto itself containing its own substance and body. This is why I did not refer 
to the physical as meaning the human body, because a person is actually the 
integration of four bodies each made of its own material. The physical body 
has physical senses to enjoy the physical world. The emotional body has 
emotional senses to enjoy the emotional world, and so on. The emotional body 
is also called the astral in esoteric studies because it has been recognized as 
more than just feelings, but in fact another universe - or perhaps we should 
say another mode of interacting with a primal source universe that lies yet 
further beyond human understanding. The relationship of the emotional to the 
physical universe is that of interpenetrating containment. Think of Russian 
dolls, where the physical is the smallest inner doll. The emotional plane is all 
around and through, so to be centered only on the physical is still to contain 
some emotional. The mental plane is around and through the emotional and 
bigger still. The spiritual is larger still and within, and ultimately the infinite 
Source is also at least in part inside everything. 
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Most of recognized human existence is within the physical plane. The 
emotional plane is entered through dreams, meditations, and other altered 
states. Depending on our emotional state, when we sleep, we will experience 
nightmares or delightful adventures, all of which are fully real in their own 
vibratory world. The lower emotional plane tends to hold (at least for current 
humanity) the more upsetting stuff, while the upper strata are wonderful. In 
fact, the top of the emotional plane is where the afterlife paradises are located, 
those heavens of every religion such as the Summerlands as they are called in 
spiritualism. The perceptions of hells are from the lower emotionally polluted 
sublevels which simply need more cleaning up to be as fine as anywhere else, 
though they will presumably remain in some ways denser like a solid rock 
environment on physical Earth. All of this is depicted vividly in the movie 
“Astral City”, a highly recommended Brazilian classic based upon the true 
channeled autobiography of a spirit who learns about the astral plane in his 
afterlife adventures. 

The transition boundary up into the mental plane is interesting because 
it is often entered when dreams become more lucid and mystical, including 
symbols for crossing a divide such as a river. The mental plane is of course 
familiar to every living human as well, since all of our thoughts, plans and 
belief-based expectations are rooted there. Scholars and thinkers especially 
enjoy the life of mental pleasures. But to go there in full consciousness is to 
enter a world of sacred beauty, often geometric and archetypal, populated 
with higher beings such as devas of the arts (classical muses) in idyllic nature 
settings, and godly ascended masters in cities of majestic architectures. 
Higher still awaits the spiritual plane, where the purely wise and loving soul 
energies of all humans reside, and the knowledge of all possibilities is stored 
in unmanifest forms perceptible as libraries or data centers (the akashic 
records). 

When people reach upward and within to the inspirational energies of 
greater purpose and communities of shared values, they are just beginning to 
draw upon the limitless potentials of the spiritual plane. Obviously, the human 
spirit can become corrupted, harmed, and harmful when it adopts narrowly 
beneficial values to the exclusion of all others, such as caring about people 
only when they are the same skin color. Such corruption is coming from 
painfully limited belief systems on the mental plane, which act as unbearable 
filters on the higher visions of solutions for everyone to prosper upon the 
Earth together. It is thus vital to distinguish between the human spirit which 
can have a lot of work to do in the mental plane, and the human soul of the 
spiritual plane which is totally good but can be blocked from showing itself 
further down into the incarnations. 

Souls — and the higher selves which are the human forms of soul energy 
— are within all people completely positive, wise, and loving. There are no 
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bad souls, but there can be bad-acting spirits. This creates a poignant contrast 
at times that we can respect and work with for safe outcomes. If you doubt or 
fear the integrity of a person’s spirit and how the person will treat you, first 
talk to their higher self within your mind. Do so from the intention of finding 
the love in order to connect with the highest consciousness to which you can 
relate. I’ve been in situations where the higher self of a troubled individual 
will communicate its regrets, effectively saying “I love you and thank you for 
reaching out to me, but I cannot control this personage of mine so you’ll do 
best to stay away”. The higher self can even suggest exactly what to say or do 
to satisfy their lower self - throw the dog a bone as it were - so the human 
being can think no ill of you and move on without a grudge. Of course, if you 
then stay to pick an argument all bets will be off, as your own lower self is 
also out of control. Both higher selves may shake their heads and commiserate 
beyond your perceptions then. 

Now I realize that all of this may be esoteric review for readers of a 
spiritual background, so while there is much more that’s fascinating to be said 
about the four planes of the four human bodies, we need to move on. Our 
theme is for the makeup of the four planes and how they relate to smaller and 
greater number states of consciousness. Four is a couple of couples, which is 
an extraordinarily stable configuration. In geometry four is highly 
constructive, tiling the plane in four-sided squares and comprising the 
building blocks of 3d reality, either by the four sides of a tetrahedron or the 
four-sided faces of a cube. 

The pairings are significant. The upper two planes of the spiritual and 
mental form one pair, with spiritual values and inspiration being the feminine 
and mental ideas and plans doing the masculine. The lower two planes 
balance with the emotional energies as feminine and the physical action states 
as masculine (indeed those characterizations are fairly stereotypical). The 
entire upper pair is more imaginative and idealistic while the lower pair is 
more grounded on the Earth, thus the spiritual mental combination is feminine 
relative to the emotional physical bonding. This means that there is a doubly 
strong boundary to cross at the middle of the four planes between the 
emotional and mental, because it is twice a feminine masculine contrast. Thus, 
most people have difficulty integrating their feelings and thoughts effectively, 
even though they connect often, and bridging them is vital to the maturing of 
the human race. People have a lot of emotional wounding to heal and a lot of 
mental prejudice and defenses to reform, with the two often triggering each 
other. 

Surprisingly, we are now ready to move on to mystical seven-ness. Five 
is fully fabulous, connoting pentagons, pentagrams, and the human form with 
two upper arms, two lower legs, and a head to rule them all. Five can thus 
indicate the emergence of the spiritually human higher self at the top of the 
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two pairs of elemental planes. And six is certainly sensational as a trinity of 
couples, complete with honeycombs, hexagons tiling the plane, and six-sided 
cubes packing physical reality. But seven does something newer still in my 
experience, which merits it the status of archetypal perfection. Seven guides 
consciousness to develop itself endlessly in any four-level double-pair system 
by a universal process of cyclic self-improvement. 

Here is how four gives rise to the seven stages of growth which are 
necessary for any cycle’s completion. Consider a soul in the top spiritual 
plane wishing to start another lifetime’s consciousness. The goal of the new 
identity will be to gain lessons and experience which will return to its origin 
in the soul on a regular healthy basis. All identities are eternal, and continually 
cycle through growth experiences. I am not suggesting the spiritually escapist 
goal of dissolving back into a blissful source, but rather the endless expansion 
of a consciousness that learns to master the stages of its ongoing development 
by recurring exercises in reality formation. This is the nature of any process, 
which is a masculine, sequential, mission-oriented experience compared to 
the holistic transcendent properties of an all-at-once feminine system. 
Processes consist of steps to start from a feminine desire to grow with an 
experience, the full experience in masculine action, and the return to a place 
of feminine knowing and confidence that the experience can be freely chosen 
whenever desirable, doing better every time. An ability to love is grown and 
shared, because cyclical improvement enables love in more mastered details. 
I cannot love you if there is not always more to know about you and do to 
help you. 

As with fractals and holons, we must remember that all systems contain 
subsystems and are parts of larger systems. Therefore, all processes which 
traverse systems contain steps which are subprocesses and also comprise the 
steps of larger processes. A process cycle that starts from the spiritual and 
incarnates down through mental and emotional to focus in the physical 
(involution) then turns back up again through the physical, emotional, and 
mental to focus in the spiritual (evolution). This certainly can suggest a human 
lifetime of birth from spirit to death’s return to spirit, but it is also the 
sequential pattern that will happen at every level of experience. Every day of 
the life will hold the energies of emerging from a spiritual source (sleep) to 
engage a peak of physical focus (mid-day activity in the world) and return 
back to source (go home to rest, refresh, integrate and sleep again). Every 
project will proceed by this process too if it is truly a recurring pattern for 
success and mastery. In many ways your proof will be in your own 
experience, but yes, I have found a 7-step process to be the universal recipe 
for consciousness to expand and enjoy itself. 

Seven arises because even though there are four levels crossed twice and 
that totals eight, we must ensure that the middle turning point in the physical 
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is achieved in a single step. The turnaround of descending from spiritual into 
the physical (quite the joyride with nature boosting us to grow from the love 
of source) to recognizing that limits of value have been reached and it is time 
to let go excessive attachments (the cause of suffering as Buddha discovered) 
and return to an increasingly unmanifest source of selfless feminine objective 
wisdom and abstract love, well, this is not only difficult but dangerous. The 
danger arises with going too far into a self-serving incarnate experience and 
depleting the stocks of a system until connection with the source is lost. 
Basically, your soul will call you when it is time to come home to a higher 
wiser perspective on the meaning of your busy life. Ignore the call too long, 
and something will break with increasingly harmful consequences. 

Remember that stocks are the reserves around each part of a whole. For 
example, the last meal in your stomach and the glucose in your blood are a 
nutrient reserve so that your digestive sub-system doesn’t have to eat all day, 
and thus your spirit can enjoy other pleasures of the human vehicle. If you 
had to continually eat to survive — as some creatures do — then you would 
have a less conscious, less enlightening life. In fact, there’s good evidence 
that the major shift away from our ape ancestors came when we learned to 
cook. Cooking concentrates digestible nutrients so that early humans could 
spend less time foraging and more time exploring other activities. This grew 
the brain which in turn consumed more energy which called for more cooking, 
and evolution shifted the creature rather rapidly in a new systemic balance. 
So, eating raw whole foods are fine up to a point, but you would not want to 
be like a monkey that has to spend most of its life swinging around looking 
for more bananas to eat. The brains of our primate cousins stayed small 
because their muscles and digestive system took all the calories, while 
humans went on to figure out farming, restaurants, and cookbooks. 

Animals are animals with instinct-driven repetitive activities to help 
them survive, but what exactly happens when we humans ignore the soul’s 
call and keep descending into the busywork of our own physicality? We 
become entertained, transfixed, materialistic, and addicted. The suffering 
grows, because as the Buddha explained we will deeply sense (from limited 
material senses) that our pleasures in time-space are insecure and cannot last. 
People become clinging, craving, desperate to hold onto what they have, and 
fearful of any change that could herald a loss. A survival-oriented self takes 
control at the expense of others, in efforts to maximize material stocks and 
maintain a status quo. The connection to the soul and source will fade until it 
is occluded by threats in the world both real and imagined. 

The angelic being that we are has fallen now. The spirit that is having a 
human experience (as Teilhard de Chardin would say) is now just a reactive 
human who is losing or has lost the spiritual experience. Alone in a Godless 
world, the human ego snaps and turns negative. Negativity is a kind of brain 
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damage that occurs when the taxed and strained system must reconfigure 
itself at a new lower level of survival. The world seems to turn against us, 
when it is really the perceiving ego whose rose-colored glasses from the soul 
have turned with the mud now smeared upon them to a shitty brown. In a way 
the negativity is performing the only service that it can, because if we cannot 
be called back up to the source then we must at least be scared away from 
Earth. But fear is not an accurate motivator and not good for the soul. People 
who panic in fear to do something quick may stumble in the right direction, 
or just as easily wander further astray. Those who are lost will replace loving 
guidance from the soul with the cruel dogma of a negative ego. 

Now the fallen human beings, who are not bad in themselves, are 
following a diseased destructive line of thinking that is suicidal, homicidal, 
parasitic, and unsustainable in its self-serving power-hungry fear-driven 
views. This is the archetypal devil and make no mistake it is your enemy. 
Have no sympathy for it because it will destroy you, itself, and everything by 
relentlessly promoting fearful threatening interpretations of reality. Have you 
ever been so shocked and ashamed to observe your understandably human 
frustration at a blockage suddenly release incomprehensible rage and plans to 
kill? Join the sorry club! Do not get lost in trying to justify the madness just 
to feel like a good soul again, that will only further hit the wall and invite 
more loss of control. Notice how negative acting people crave attention and 
endless argument, asking you to prove yourself to them but regardless how 
well you do they always double down to twist and hurtfully confuse all 
matters further. Simply and efficiently recognize and renounce the negative 
ego, which is not the real you, nor is it the basis of anything. Only love creates 
the universe of endless delight and peaceful sustainability. You MUST begin 
your journey back up home by acknowledging your own personal negativity 
—and not just fighting others’ negativity because doing so is more descending 
into the worlds of external living that delay your own true path! 

Take charge as only a loving creator can. Reframe the terrifying world 
views of your negative ego as they arise in you and reclaim the hope to work 
for love increasingly. You can resume your own way home, albeit now with 
the terrible burden of a negative brain damage that was never meant to be. 
No, negativity will not just go away with a little spiritual attitude, and you 
must practice eternal vigilance to remain free. As Chégyam Trungpa 
Rinpoche taught beginning in the seventies with his book “Cutting Through 
Spiritual Materialism”, a materialistic dependence on the body and external 
world is no longer just about the physical. Remember you live in four bodies 
each with their own world. If you find yourself insisting on certain emotional 
states as better than others, or certain ideas, or certain spiritual practices, then 
you are still dangerously addicted, prejudiced, and heading further down into 
one subprocess or another. You will miss the call of soul that seeks to guide 
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you fearlessly through every state of being and doing as its true loving master. 
Today there are so many parts of yourself that need unconditional feminine 
acceptance and healing to return wisely fully home. How many? Like any 
good centering meditation, you will just have to keep returning yourself to the 
path to find out how long it takes. 

Well that was sobering, wasn’t it? Best to get the question of evil out in 
the open and handled early in the process of understanding the universal 
process! Do not worry, the negative ego has no actual power of its own other 
than to disrupt and discourage your positive journey through life. Learn to say 
no and do better things than stay and argue with it or its many followers. Over 
time negativity shrinks and fades as you learn to step around and not engage. 
Someday the negative ego will be lifted entirely, but that is not within your 
power, so perfectionism to be rid of negativity right now will get you nowhere 
but back within its hopelessness and low self-esteem. There is a great value 
to what I call “survivability”, or the ability to survive a situation that is not 
perfect but livable and good enough to get something better and more 
important done. Remember the perfect is the enemy of the good, and all good 
things may be accomplished in the correct priority order. 

So, we are down from eight to seven steps which travel through the 
planes of spiritual, mental, emotional, physical (with a turning point), 
emotional, mental, and back to spiritual. You will know when you complete 
a cycle because you will experience more closure, satisfaction and deep 
success than may be logical. Even in the midst of failure you will be like the 
phenomenally successful people who feel that everything is a lesson toward 
inevitable prosperity. Life is good, the future is unlimited, and tomorrow you 
will do better. If you work with the universal process well and long enough, 
you start to reach extended states of bliss and confidence in which there is 
more magic every day. Opportunities, friends, projects, and beautiful 
successes abound full of balance, health, and happiness. Eventually there is 
no more hurt to heal and life is just endless joy and gratitude. Humanity will 
get there, because it is our inheritance and destiny as the creators co-creating 
that we always were inside! 

So, what do these seven steps look like? Ah that is the beauty of it, you 
already know from having been through them many times! In fact, you have 
living breathing loving experts within yourself to befriend and guide you 
every time. These are the seven stages of life, and in the simultaneity of post- 
Einsteinian time-space, they are always accessible inside and ready when you 
need them most. The only complication could be from the negative ego devil 
who has terrorized and wounded parts of your self-system, so you may need 
to heal some selves before they can help you. But you can do it! In fact, you 
really genuinely want to, and it will be your pleasure. We are talking about 
mindfully recognizing and working with your inner child and all the rest, 
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giving yourself the life-changing attention and assistance that you wished 
others had but they were too wounded in themselves. So, doing it now for 
yourself will be especially empowering and exactly what you need to go 
home, time and again for increasing mastery and joy. 

Now ideally each step of the process of seven steps would take seven 
cycles around the sun, i.e., seven years. This is so each of the sevens steps 
gets a full seven sub-steps for a total of 49 annual life lessons. Thus, around 
the age of 50 a human being can be fully done with their past, having mastered 
life, and being poised to reinvent themselves to accomplish all the greatest 
dreams they have always desired from their soul. Astrologically this is the 
Chiron return. Most Greek centaurs were wild dangerous animals, but Chiron 
was the incredible exception. He is the great teacher with a wise spiritual 
man’s upper body on a powerful horse, thus perfectly symbolizing the union 
of pure soulful spirit and a positive ego vehicle. In practice, the life process 
returns to Chiron by unequal but pragmatic steps, since to start with we cannot 
remain infants for seven long years. The first 3 stages are compressed, the 
next 3 are expanded, and the final is about 7. 

Step one is the infant that you once were and a part of you always shall 
be. You need the infant energies to begin every project and process. The infant 
is fresh from the soul and incredibly blessed, protected and energized to start 
a divine journey through the world. Their energy is largely of the spiritual 
plane, which magnetizes love so that most parents will be stunned to feel more 
devotion than they can explain. The infant is also incredibly vulnerable and 
must be well taken care of. In fact, if it were up to the infant, they would spend 
twice the time inside the womb for about 18 months total, then a little more 
outside. Unfortunately, that would kill the mother, so at 9 months we are born 
and need extended womb time. Infants require quiet gentle care with frequent 
feeding and naps, and if they do not get this from even well-intending parents 
then they will be damaged in some way. Eventually the infant is ready to 
venture forth with crawling about and taking in the new experience. The 
infant stage runs to the age of walking, which varies between 9 months and a 
year and a half. Walking signifies the first big transition to a next stage of life. 
Consciousness changes by quantum leaps, so for self-aware individuals and 
societies an initiatory experience will mark a change in personality for the 
growing embodied spirit. 

When you want to start a project, you can connect with your infant 
energy by collecting the sparks of ideas without judgment. In brainstorming 
sessions, smart businesspeople say yes to and write down everything for later 
evaluation. Let the desire grow to the point of knowing and declaring yes! I 
want to do that kind of thing that I have seen, heard, or imagined other people 
do. Do not allow critical voices to say you cannot or will not and stop to 
examine any thought processes which cause you to feel hopeless for your own 
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success and jealous of what someone else can do. Remind yourself that 
anything that you genuinely want is possible when you are starting from your 
own soul. 

Step two is the walking toddler, who is full of deserving and curiosity to 
get into and explore everything as far as they feel before shooting off to the 
next attraction. A healthy toddler must be allowed to grow within safe 
boundaries, so the home has to be well child proofed. Their energy is from 
the mental plane, which of course does not mean they have the kind of 
sophisticated thoughts that develop later in life. But it does mean that the 
toddler brain is voraciously collecting sensory data and exploding in neural 
connections which peak around the age of two or three. Thereafter neural 
pruning begins, which is nature’s way of rewarding and keeping only the most 
useful ideas of how the world works. Toddlers can be incredibly self-absorbed 
and entitled, which is fine and healthy because they are still psychically 
bonded with mother and the feminine source to keep them safe. 

The toddler stage of a project is when you feel excited and entitled to 
grab materials and collect resources for your vision of what you want to do. 
It is a wonderful, empowering time to look at how-to information, go 
shopping, set up a work area, fiddle and play with the tools, and make 
impulsive first attempts. Just be incredibly careful to watch your time and 
spending, so that you do not blow past your available means and hurt yourself. 
There are many forces of consumerism that will take advantage of your 
enthusiasm, so you tend to impulse buy and give away your power to 
entertaining busywork. Your inner devil will also cheer you on to take 
excessive risks until you fail and then tell you what a loser you are, when of 
course it was the unconscionable loser who would crush your spirit at every 
turn. You were just trying to figure out what you want to do and how you 
want to do it within the new possibilities. 

Step three is the child who is dreaming big and growing rapidly inside. 
The toddler did not really have their own selfhood yet, so it is the transition 
to child consciousness which begins lifelong individuation. This starts around 
the age of 5 when developmental psychologists note that children want more 
of their own space and privacy to develop interests apart from mother. This 
coincides with refined motor skills, increased vocabulary, wanting their own 
friends, and more complex emotions. The father figure becomes attractive as 
a model for self-esteem by one’s own accomplishments. The child is keenly 
aware that they do not have the powers of adults to make things happen, so 
they may experiment with manipulation to get results. But the healthy cared- 
for child feels safe to play and imagine well beyond their limitations, so a 
cardboard box can become a racecar, a spaceship, a house, or a robot as 
needed and desired. Children are amazing, full of the motivating vitality of 
the emotional plane which is where everything in a human life begins. Reality 
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is vibrational and energy based, so the feminine emotional passion to be fully 
on the Earth is harnessed by the inner child whose dreams of someday when 
will comfort and/or haunt us for the rest of our life. 

The child stage of any project is when perhaps we have the most 
unquestioning fun, as long as we keep enjoying ourselves and keep the critics 
down. We are working with our tools now in our project space to put pieces 
together - to sketch, imagine and play with the new possibilities, and oh what 
joy, we are even getting some early results! Like any good parent, we just 
have to see beyond a child’s limited skill level to encourage the young 
protegee. Let us put the crayon drawings up on the refrigerator and declare oh 
wow, you are going to be a great artist someday! And if our child stage loses 
interest prematurely, if our project fades, let us not push and discipline like a 
harsh father, rather just check in with the emotional self gently and candidly. 
It could be that some blocking emotions are coming up and with a little 
encouragement the self is ready to articulate and process more than we might 
expect. Children can channel humbling moments of pure genius when they 
are allowed. 

Step four comes around puberty with the startling transition to adolescent 
consciousness. Remember that the great turning point of a total process is 
coming now, which is going to be all the more difficult if the world has fallen 
and gone wrong. Adolescents are getting morphed and stretched by nature for 
one last great investiture of the powers they will need to run their own life. 
Teenagers have adult bodies that can experiment with adult activities, like 
driving cars, having sex, working to make and spend their own money, and 
trying altered states for pleasure. In terms of identity however they are more 
confused than ever. Thinking is sophisticated, emotions are intense, role 
models to emulate are desperately wanted, and on top of all that it’s time to 
wake up to the betrayals (intended or not) of parents, peers and groups who 
do not always have your best interests in mind. Everyone needs to experience 
some degree of betrayal as part of growing up, so if you can survive it through 
the painful melodrama and reckless rebellion of adolescence then you will 
find your own path in life. Much of humanity is however still lost in the 
adolescent who has little to no idea of what really matters for their soul versus 
what to say no to from a distracting, addictive, and dangerous outside world. 

The adolescent stage of your project comes when you complete the 
exciting first draft and proof of concept beyond the playful attempts of a child. 
You actually have a full product or presentation which is thrilling and 
transcendent in some way that you can feel. Hopefully, you can still protect 
yourself from the critical voices, emotional reactions and unrealistic ideas that 
would make you either bury your accomplishment or throw it at the feet of 
someone who will not support and validate you. Resist the urges to do 
something reckless and premature that will likely get you burned and hurt. 
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The turning point comes if you can honestly say yes, I have done something 
important here, I wonder what it is. Then you will start to re-approach your 
own work to feel it from multiple points of view, asking yourself who is this 
person who made this, what are they trying to say, who could I become? 
You'll get in touch with the true talent behind the work along with the 
direction that your soul is calling you, and save yourself years of reactions to 
an outer world that cannot see the destiny still taking shape in you. 

Step five comes in the early twenties, after about ten long years of 
adolescence and corresponding to a time when many people are traditionally 
completing higher education and facing needs to make it in the world. Practice 
is Over, you are on your own, there are no more rules, your life is up to you. 
People often have a deeply personal wake-up call that changes their view of 
themselves and initiates the young adult. Young adulthood is characterized 
by a new maturity and confidence beyond the searching insecurity of the 
adolescent. There is a sense of real talents, real abilities, and a recalling of 
childhood dreams that could guide a life that makes a difference in the world. 
This newfound idealism stems from the energy of the emotional plane that 
has been re-entered coming back upward from the physical. The young adult 
is facing opportunities that could lead to amazing success if everything works 
out, so their hope is they will get to do what they do best and be rewarded for 
it. 

The young adult stage of your project comes as you have evaluated your 
proof of concept to recognize the real skill and value that you want to develop 
further. Forget the old adolescent needs to be understood and appreciated — 
often we projected a need for self-approval onto another person, perhaps a 
specific individual who will not care about our talent as much as we will. You 
want to develop a deeper self-satisfaction, so you will be discriminating for 
what to do next. You may imagine new steps, partners, patrons, sponsors, and 
opportunities you will need to get further with your goals and feel a deserving 
and desire that is powerful. This is all good, so feel free to draft more 
proposals to yourself, create new works or components in line with your skill, 
and share with trusted friends and supports. Just remember that what you are 
hoping for is based on ideal circumstances, and life may get more 
complicated. Like John Lennon sang, "Life is what happens to you while 
you're busy making other plans”. Reassure yourself that you are in this for the 
long haul, so a quick success would be welcome but is not as necessary as the 
deeper personal growth and self-discovery. 

Step six is the adult which comes in the early thirties. By this time, you 
have gained significant experience with your own passions and skills, or else 
felt the buildup of neglected dreams and what it is like to live out someone 
else’s values. You may have had some early major failures and feel a bit 
battered, but still hopeful for a chance to have a good life. An initiatory 
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experience will come to reinforce and validate what is most important to you, 
so you could feel more ready than ever to calm down and be the adult who 
handles everything in combination. Unlike the young adult who is idealistic 
and wildly hopeful to do just what they want to do — I should be paid for what 
Iam good at and not waste time on this other junk, come on world! — the adult 
is recognizing the intrinsic value and challenge of balance, follow-through 
and playing by more rules. This corresponds to the energy of the mental plane 
again, where many plans and beliefs all need to somehow fit together. Often 
in their thirties, people get deeply invested in competing responsibilities, 
including raising kids, building careers, making homes, scheduling time for 
friends and hobbies, and satisfying community obligations. The hope of the 
adult is still, like the young adult, that the rewards are coming for all my good 
hard work. The difference is that the adult is closer to returning to the soul’s 
eternal perspective, and thus they are more willing to juggle many goals and 
compromise for a deeper growing sense of life’s lessons and purpose. 

The adult stage of your project is when you are stepping in and out of 
details to complete an overall picture of success. You recognize that you 
needed more than just one talent in one area; you do well to interact with 
different facets of your goal to produce a total appealing package. You are not 
just catering to an audience or pleasing outside forces, though they will be 
more satisfied as well. You are feeling a depth of maturity with your vision 
to become the person who can calmly and steadily work through all the 
procedures and circumstances that stand between you and your ultimate 
success. You still hope for the best and easy wins, but you are also more 
deeply prepared for any unexpected complications. Your progress is more 
resilient, confident, and less fragile. 

The final step seven is the spiritual adult who comes around the early 
forties when most people experience what is called a mid-life crisis. Basically, 
after playing by the rules and working so hard for so long, life was still unfair 
and/or unsatisfying. Either many things did not go as planned, or the successes 
turned out to be mysteriously hollow. What was it all for anyway? The adult 
was mature and dedicated, but still not comprehending the full spiritual basis 
of their experience. Guess what, life is not always fair, and people may not 
get what they deserve! Not because the negative ego is right that this is a bad 
existence and/or you are bad, but because everyone has different life lessons 
and personal growth agendas that they are still uncovering. Most of life is 
invisible, with psychic connections between people affecting outcomes and 
secret choices manifesting. 

The only answer for the challenged spiritual adult is to look back and 
within to find their own inner selves and patterns, which you can then heal 
privately to do even better next time. Of course, the goal of life always was 
and still is to get what you ask for easily and joyfully, but more important than 
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easy fame and fortune is true self-knowing through honest open-hearted life 
experience. I call it the meta-joy, when there is a transcendent satisfaction to 
be felt from understanding situations even if they were unpleasant. Played out 
correctly, spiritual adulthood completes a process of growth which is 
unconditionally successful in how it handles and learns from whatever 
happens, easy or hard, regardless of public standards or popular opinion. If 
you processed enough earlier in life, then there truly will be much love and 
joy to harvest now with gratitude and mastery. Or if not, now is the time to 
heal because at age 50 there are still plenty of years ahead for the most 
amazing self-reinventions that redefine what is possible and break all the 
limitations felt by the earlier selves who were waiting for the “someday 
when”. 

The spiritual adult stage of any project comes when there is a deep 
closure, understanding and gratitude for exactly how things went. 
Imperfections hold a perfect meaning; everything was purposeful in its own 
way. Whether it’s the end of a timespan such as a day or year, the conclusion 
of a goal with analyzed results, or the end of a relationship or life chapter, 
there is a sense of letting go, no regrets, and looking forward to the next step 
of an even bigger plan. The experience thus gained is solid and valuable, so 
now you can and will do even better next time. What is more you have this 
firmly in your resume, as it were, to drawn upon and rework as needed? If the 
entire project stayed within a private space, then the closure is knowing just 
what to release to the public now. Whatever the achievement, it will be so 
much more sophisticated and stable than if the hasty first draft or excited 
proof-of-concept had been released at the adolescent stage. 

These then are the seven stages of a universal process that could be 
compared to other seven step systems, such as chakras, or days of the week, 
or the theosophical seven planes of existence and seven rays. I have lived and 
worked with the inner selves of these stages for many years, and whether the 
descriptions sound shallow or profound, I can assure that the process of seven 
works. When fewer or more steps arose confusingly, I found that these came 
from subprocesses, or meta-processes, or sequel processes, so that the 
approach still held. I know that more than seven chakras can be perceived, 
and other profound holistic systems have different essential numbering like 
Enneagram’s nine types, Kabbala’s ten sephirot, astrology’s twelve houses, 
or Tarot’s 22 major arcana. I do not have all the answers, but I suspect there 
are derivations involving the seven-step universal process of consciousness 
development. 

I have applied the four levels and seven steps to many areas of life, 
including relationships, healing, manifesting, and explaining negativity. The 
most important outcome is getting to know and work with the archetypal 
subpersonalities or component consciousnesses of myself, since each one of 
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the stages is another me who needed me as much as I needed them. When a 
mood or impulse overcomes me and threatens to derail my current tasks, I do 
not judge and punish myself in the way that I was taught by a dysfunctional 
society which betrayed the spiritual purposes of life and led a world to 
suffering. I turn with mindfulness to talk with the parts of me that are coming 
up for attention and place them in the consciousness patterns that explain their 
presence and guide me to heal us both together. Life is so much richer and 
peaceful for this approach to living on the Earth and “growing it forward”. I 
cannot help but wonder how many of the world’s problems it may help to 
solve as I learn to explain and share it further. 


Carl conducts a local meetup in North Carolina called “Inner Selves 
for Outer Mastery”. It is now online every Sunday from 1-3 pm, 
Eastern Time. It is free for anyone anywhere. 

Join the Zoom Meeting at 
https://zoom.us/j/93291699546?pwd=TzV1SkIY 
bmVpLzhG WVMwSnB6dzVwQT09 
A link to the meetup for class descriptions and inspiration can be 


found at: https://www.meetup.com/Inner-Selves-for-OuterMastery/ 
Carl Schroeder, Cary, NC, USA, carljohannschroeder@ gmail.com 


Something to think about 


“How can a three-pound mass of jelly that you can hold in your 
palm imagine angels, contemplate the meaning of infinity, and 
even question its own place in the cosmos? Especially awe 
inspiring is the fact that any single brain, including yours, is 
made up of atoms that were forged in the hearts of countless, far- 
flung stars billions of years ago. These particles drifted for eons 
and light-years until gravity and change brought them together 
here, now. These atoms now form a conglomerate- your brain- 
that cannot only ponder the very stars that gave it birth but can 
also think about its own ability to think and wonder about its 
own ability to wonder. With the arrival of humans, it has been 
said, the universe has suddenly become conscious of itself. This, 
truly, it the greatest mystery of all”. 


— V.S. Ramachandran, The Tell-Tale Brain: A Neuroscientist's 
Quest for What Makes Us Human 
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With the Coronavirus pandemic still with us and affecting all of our lives in 
different adverse ways, we at the ASCSI have been having technical 
difficulties in keeping up with the normal schedule for our publications, i.e., 
they are late. However, they are now or soon will be on their way to you as the 
world is slowly emerging from its government implemented lockdown status. 
We are sorry for any inconvenience that this has caused. Since the year 2020 
has turned out to be something of a write-off in so many respects, the Board of 
the ASCSI has decided to call a moratorium on memberships. Everyone who 
is a member in 2020 will remain a member in 2021. If you have paid dues in 
2020, either as a new or continuing member, your date of membership will 
carry over for an extra year or until January 2022 instead of expiring on your 
dues paid date. From now on, all dues will be collected on a yearly basis (as is 
normal), but all memberships will run from January 1“ of the year until 
December 31*. Notices for dues for continuing members will be sent out in 
December and January and must be paid before the end of January. New 
member’s dues will be prorated according to the time of year that they join. 
We hope that everyone has survived this pandemic ordeal without significant 
problems and wish you happiness and good health. We are all ‘one’ in 
consciousness and spirituality. 


MOON MOOD 


When my thoughts fly around frantically 

In the cage of my mind 

Like captive birds, 

I think about the moon. 

The way shreds of clouds 

Catch on its crescent points, 

The way it makes shadowed lace on the lawn, 
The way it rises in the darkness 

Above a timbered skyline 

Like a shrunken soul who is suddenly loved. 
I think of the way it stirs 

A poignant longing 

In some deep, dimly known 

Dimension of my being 

That knows that accessible always 

There is an inner place of complete calm. 


Glenda Hawley 
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Philosophical Discussion 


Permanent Paranormal Objects with Spiritual 
Significance 


James Paul Pandarakalam 


Abstract: The term Permanent Paranormal Object (PPO) means an 
object whose existence provides irrefutable evidence of the paranormal. Any 
object with supposed paranormal or mystical connection is loosely used as 
PPO. Objects with connection to mystical experiences may also come under 
this category as they are physical manifestation and their studies are within 
the scope of science. Marian apparitions offer such visible phenomenon at the 
physical plane as a confirmatory sign of her earthly appearances. Sometimes, 
the significance of PPOs would become clear only post hoc. In this paper, the 
Tilma of Guadalupe, Spring of Lourdes, Footprint of Panimatha, the Jospice 
mattress imprint at Liverpool St Joseph’s hospice and the Shroud of Turin are 
brought to discussion as they qualify to be regarded as PPOs and help to 
break off the very skepticism surrounding the formation of such unusual 
objects. The supernatural may be beyond the scope of science but it blends 
with the natural in the formation of PPOs for the spiritual aid of the human 
society. Generally, parapsychologists attach a stigma to religious cum 
paranormal phenomenon and shy away from their studies, but such 
researches can spark major paradigmatic shifts in sciences. 


Introduction 


Einstein’s theory of relativity and works of physicist David Bohm along 
with the theory of Quantum mechanics saved us from the Darwinian views of 
human beings and Newtonian world picture. PPOs have no room in a 
reductionist outlook. Humans are multidimensional creations. There may be 
extrasomatic bioenergy serving as the bio-currents that reside in all 
individuals and form the dynamic force of life. This force also exists outside 
the material body as an electromagnetic field, which is an extension of 
bioenergy commonly thought of as the astral body or aura in theosophy. The 
zero-point dimension that existed before the big bang may currently co-exist 
with the physical dimension (Byrne, 2018) and extrasomatic energy may 
come from an influx of higher-dimensional “zero-point” energy. Although 
zero-point energy is normally considered as a background to a universal 
electromagnetic field, its higher dimensional counterpart could be a quantum 
field. Thus, human quantum bioenergy fields (QBEFs) might be composed of 
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a series of, at least, three different types of energy: classical electromagnetic 
force fields, potential fields, and quantum fields. There may be forces upon 
forces. Such postulations are critical in appreciating the PPOs. QBEFs may 
be a mediator of many unusual bodily phenomenon. 

Top-down approach to the paranormal brings more research outcomes 
than bottom-up approach. To believe truly in the paranormal, we need a 
realization that humans are spiritual personalities and there are extra and 
higher dimensions. PPOs challenge reductionist world views and help to gain 
self-realization and God realization, two important aspects of spirituality. If 
directed with caution, paraphysics can help self-realization. I content that 
Super-psi which is used as a sheet anchor to explode any phenomenon that 
favours post-mortem survival is a property of the spiritual body. According 
to James Beichler, the source for Super-psi is the same as that thing that 
survives material death (Beichler,2008)- Spiritual body survives physical 
extinction. These basic non-reductionist assumptions are germane to 
understanding any anomalous phenomenon; investigators of mysticism not 
armed with adequate conceptual models and intellectual tools can get lost in 
the intellectual jungles. 


Beloff’s Strategies 


John Beloff postulated different strategies to challenge the scepticism of 
mainstream scientists regarding paranormal phenomena (Beloff, 2001). One 
of these is a public demonstration of a blatantly paranormal phenomenon that 
could be recorded in a permanent form, enabling others to share in the 
experience. The apparitional experiences at Medjugorje and Garabandal have 
been recorded on video and are therefore publicly demonstrated, fulfilling the 
first of Beloff s requirements. The recordings are available internationally as 
videos and on YouTube. Another strategy is the production of a permanent 
paranormal object that would transfer the onus of explanation to the 
physicalist. The term permanent paranormal object was coined by John Beloff 
in 1985. 

Historically, using “holy” objects to negate the fears of the unknown 
have been practiced by the Egyptians, the Greeks and many other 
nationalities; they served some psychological purposes. During the 
Byzantium periods, amulets were ascribed paranormal powers and even 
considered them as miniature PPOs, but the early Church fathers and the state 
spoke against them (Bosselmann-Ruickbie,2018).The alleged materialized 
objects by Sri Satya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi (Haraldsson,2013) and the 
apports of Amyr Amiden of Brazil (Krippner,2002) are recent examples of 
possible PPOs. 

Manifestations of QBEFs can take different forms. John Beloff had 
suggested that the present materialistic world views would change only with 
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the manifestation of PPOs, but they may be already here. Thus, the spring that 
arose at Lourdes, exposed by St Bernadette in 1858, is a well-established 
PPO. The footprint of Our Lady of Snow (Panimatha,1939) is a less known 
example of PPO. I am quoting the famous Tilma of Guadalupe as an evidence 
of the manifestation of a higher dimensional force and the Jospice mattress 
imprint (JMTI) in this paper as an example of apparent manifestation of QBEFs 
on the material plane. A paraphysical cum mystical force might have been 
responsible in the formation of the imprint on the Shroud of Turin in a 
mysterious way. 


Tilma of Guadalupe-A Mystical Selfie 


The image of Mary that appeared on the cloak of Juan Diego, the seer at 
Guadalupe in Mexico in 1531, is a permanent object arising out of Marian 
apparitional experiences along with a few others. On 12 December 1531, an 
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared on the tilma of native Aztec Juan 
Diego after a visionary experience. On that day in December 1531, Juan rose 
before dawn to walk 15 miles to Holy Mass. As he passed Tepyac Hill, he 
heard music and saw a glowing cloud encircled by a rainbow. A woman’s 
voice called him to the top of the hill and there he saw Our Lady dressed like 
an Aztec princess. She told Juan to tell the bishop to build a church on that 
site. 

The apparition said, “I vividly desire that a church be built on this site, 
so that in it I can be present and give my love, compassion, and help and 
defence for I am your most devoted mother”. The bishop asked Juan to bring 
proof of the Lady’s identity. When he saw the Holy Lady again, she told him 
to climb to the top of the hill where they met first. There Juan found flowers 
growing in the frozen soil. He gathered them in his cloak and took them to the 
bishop. When Juan opened his cloak, the flowers which fell to the ground 
were Castilian roses (not grown in Mexico) and imprinted on the cloak was 
the glowing image of the Holy Lady and soon after a church was built as 
requested by the apparition. 

The image has many extraordinary attributes. Entomology, biophysics, 
ophthalmology, and computer engineering technology have all contributed to 
scientific study of the image, supporting its mystical origin. There is currently 
no scientific explanation for its physical and chemical longevity. The fabric, 
made of ayate fibres used by the Indians, generally deteriorates after 20 years, 
but the image and the fabric on which the image of Mary is imprinted have 
lasted for about 490 years, in spite of exposure to infrared and ultraviolet 
radiation from the tens of thousands of candles near it and the humid, salty 
environment of Mexico City, where it is kept. It has been found that the image 
is not made from naturally occurring pigments of animal or mineral origin, 
though there were no synthetic colourings in the sixteenth century. 
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Unlike other artistic pictures, the image does not have an under-sketch. 
Biophysicist Dr Philip Serna, who photographed the image under infrared 
light, noted that there are several parts of the cloth that have been painted 
subsequent to the original image, but the image of the Virgin herself does not 
have an under-sketch and appears to have been produced in a single step. In 
1979, Callahan and Jody B. Smith (Johnston, 1993) studied the image and 
analysed the Tilma with infrared rays and discovered, to their surprise, that 
there was no trace of paint and that the fabric had not been treated with any 
kind of technique. Infrared photography is supposed to unmask overpainting, 
alterations, presence of varnish, sizing and under sketch and the Guadalupe 
image surpassed all these speculative artefacts. Richard Kuhn, a biochemist, 
analysed a sample of the fabric and concluded that the pigments used were 
from no known natural source, whether animal, mineral, or vegetable—a 
surprising find, given that there were no synthetic pigments in 1531. 

Most importantly, the eyes of the Virgin have three remarkable qualities 
that cannot be explained through the known technology of 1531. These 
observations would be difficult to replicate with today’s technology of 
computers, ophthalmologic knowledge, and digital photography 
(Mary,2009). Engineer Jose Aste Tonsmann has amplified an image of the 
pupils of the Blessed Virgin by 2500 times. Tonsmann claims that he can 
identify not only what appears to be the image of Bishop Zumarraga but also 
the reflections of several other witnesses involved in the Guadalupe miracle. 
The images in the pupils also reveal the triple reflection called the Purkinje 
effect (the adjustment of the pupil of the eye to light intensity). This 
phenomenon was utterly unfamiliar at the time of the image’s formation 
(Johnston, 1993). The image in the eyes of the Virgin is comparable to the 
normal human eye and not that of an artistic picture. The eyes of the Virgin 
have the quality of reflecting some viewers in the pupils. The image also 
demonstrates iridescence: the image changes in colour slightly according to 
the angle from which it is viewed, a quality which is not achievable by 
painters. 

All these findings point to the conclusion that the image on the cloak is 
more like that of an instant photograph (which appeared 300 years before 
photography was invented) than a man-made painted picture. In fact, the 
image on the Tilma of Guadalupe is like a “mystical selfie”. Scientific tests 
thus prove that Tilma is not an artistic picture, but a photograph- a Higher 
order spirit photograph. 


The Spring of Lourdes 


The spring of Lourdes may not be an object as such, but a geophysical 
phenomenon initiated by transcendental forces. The events that led to the 
emergence of the spring at Lourdes on 25 February 1858 are well 
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documented. The origins of its sacredness commenced with the fourteen-year 
old girl Bernadette Soubirous. Between February and July of 1858, 
Bernadette witnessed apparitions of a white-robed lady 18 times in a small 
grotto called Massabiele, near the town of Lourdes. On the day of the 16th 
apparition, March 25, the lady disclosed her identity as the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. During her apparitional experience in the grotto, Miss Soubirous began 
to dig in the earth as instructed by the apparition until a small puddle of water 
emerged. Over the next few days, the puddle developed into a pool and 
eventually became the world-famous sacred spring of Lourdes. 

Lourdes water continues to flow uninterrupted from the spring in the 
Grotto at the same spot where it was discovered by Bernadette. At maximum, 
the water flows at 40 litres per minute. There has been claims of several cases 
of faith healing miracles at Lourdes. The authorities have strict criteria for 
investigating faith healing: they emphasize on healing from conditions with 
an organic pathology and consider recovery from psychosomatic and neurotic 
conditions to be due to the favorable psychological effects of the pilgrimage. 
The Bureau des Constitutions of Lourdes evaluates claims of faith healing 
based on the following criteria: a. Certification of the patient’s condition 
before and after the visit to the shrine b. The finding of an organic or incurable 
illness c. Immediate recovery and the disappearance of the existing pathology 
d. Persistence of the cure after the visit. 

The absence e of unusual ESP powers on the part of Bernadette 
Soubirous, the percipient, and her reluctance to drink the muddy water 
emanating from the new spring and eat the grass — though asked to do so by 
the apparition — rule out an alternate paranormal explanation. That might 
otherwise be postulated and would have involved the percipient’s own 
clairvoyant detection of the spring. Moreover, all of the following point to a 
true Marian apparition at Lourdes: strong motivation on the part of the 
apparition, quasi-physical features of the apparition, integration of the 
apparition with the natural environment, utmost loyalty and obedience by the 
percipient to the image she saw, and controlled psychokinetic type 
manifestations. For the sceptics of the paranormal, the spring of Lourdes 
alone offers many supportive evidences. 


Footprint of Panimatha 


There is an alleged piece of PPO on the rocky hill near the Panimatha 
church situated in the village of Kallikulam (Tuticorin region, Tamil Nadu, 
South India). “Pani” means snow and “Matha” means mother in Tamil 
language. On 29th March in 1939, six school students had a brief collective 
visionary experience near the Church of Our Lady of Snow in the village of 
Kallikulam at about 6.30 p.m. The group consisted of Gnana Athikam, S.P. 
John, M.A. Dasan, D. Dasan R. Dasan and MG. Thomas. They were playing 
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on the sands of a nearby stream. According to their statements, Mother Mary 
appeared to them in the middle of a white light and she was veiled in white. 
Her face was directed towards the church with folded hands and a waterfall 
emanating from her feet. The visionary experience was preceded by a flash of 
light which frightened them. The whole experience lasted only less than one 
minute but had a life lasting effect. 

On the following morning, the percipients went up to the hill where the 
apparition stood on the previous evening to confirm for themselves whether 
their vision was real or not. Much to their astonishment they found a pair of 
human footprints on the rock at the apparitional site which was like the human 
footprints on the sand. They marked the footprints. It may be assumed that 
such a concept of “holy footprints” was beyond the imagination of the 
schoolboys of Kallikulam at that period. They shared their experience to their 
fellow students and the matter was brought to the attention of their head 
teacher who ridiculed them. The parish priest and the local villagers took the 
students to the hilltop and they also saw the heavenly footprints but suspected 
that it might be the craftmanship of sculptors. The parish priest insisted that 
if the vision were true, Mother Mary would give a confirmatory sign. There 
were no rains in Kallikulam for about 13 years and on that afternoon, suddenly 
a wind blew accompanied by heavy down pour of rainwater overflowing over 
the hill like a waterfall. Everybody began to interpret it as a Heavenly 
signature. Thereafter, the footprints on the hilltop came to be honoured. They 
are glassed now and well preserved. 

During an interview in 2008, Mr. MG. Thomas, the only surviving 
visionary clearly remembered the apparitional events that took place when he 
was a Schoolboy and he added that there was a close fraternity between all the 
visionaries until their deaths. The magnificent and big Panimatha church built 
in 1885 and dedicated to Our Lady of Snows itself has a paranormal tradition. 
An unusual collection of snow/wet dew in extreme summer weather was 
found at the site where the church was later constructed, and the leader of the 
village had paranormal dream guidance regarding its construction. 

Certain observers of Medjugotrje apparitional occurrences (1981 to date) 
note similarities between Panimatha and Medjugorje. At both sites, collective 
apparitions took place and six percipients have been involved. Panimatha 
feast day is August 5th and Our Lady has told her birthday to be August 5th 
at Medjugorje. A visible sign is promised at Medjugorje and it has already 
been imparted at the Panimatha site. Interestingly, St James church at 
Medjugortje had been considered a much bigger church for a small village 
and similarly, one wonders why such a huge church of Our Lady of Snow was 
built for a small village like Kallikulam. Both these churches were built as 
though a larger congregation was anticipated in the future. Most of the 
Medjugorje apparitions take place at 6.40 p.m. and the apparition at 
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Panimatha took place approximately around 6.30 p.m. Considering these 
apparent similarities, Panimatha may be recognized as a “a miniature 
Medjugorje backward in time”. 

The apparition of Panimatha was a silent apparition like that of Knock 
(Ireland,1879), Pontmain (France,1871), and Zeitoun (Cairo,1968), but the 
hilltop apparition was a manifestation at the physical site as characterised by 
the footprint whereas the other silent apparitions appeared more like 
holograms or tableau. In the case of Panimatha apparition, the footprint could 
be considered as a psychokinetic-like manifestation of the apparition. A 
vision accompanied by controlled RSPK or RSPK-like activity is a true 
instance of an apparition at the physical site (Stevenson, 1972; Osis,1980; 
Pandarakalam, 2006). From a theological perspective, a single apparition of 
Mother Mary is as significant as innumerable apparitions at the same site. The 
visionaries remained consistent and remained loyal to the apparition 
throughout their lives. 


The Jospice Mattress Imprint 


Les was a 44-year-old single man of West Indian descent from the Bootle 
area of Liverpool (United Kingdom). He had been diagnosed with terminal 
pancreatic cancer and was admitted to St Joseph’s Hospice, Thornton, in 
Liverpool on 27 February 1981. When Les died in the hospice on 9th March 
1981, a partial but indelible imprint of his body had manifested on the 
polypropylene mattress where he had lain prior to his death (Wilson, 1998). 
When the nurse was cleaning the bed after Les’ death, she noticed the image 
on the synthetic mattress cover, and the image was not affected even when 
scrubbed with Savalon, a chlorhexidine gluconate disinfectant (Zugibe, 
2002). According to the documentation of Father Francis O’Leary, Les had a 
predeath vision of Jesus a few days before he died. Les’ imprint very clearly 
showed his hand, buttocks, arm, shoulders, and jaw, as registered in an outline 
on a synthetic mattress cover. The image appears to have passed through his 
pyjamas and under the sheet and pillow on which his head rested. 

Tests were conducted on JMI by forensic pathologist Dr Frederick 
Zugibe, who has eliminated the possibility of body fluids as the likely cause. 
Zugibe subjected the mattress cover to every possible test in his laboratory, 
but he finally acknowledged that, to him, the JMI was a mystery. Professor 
Zugibe conducted positive and negative macrophotography, positive and 
negative video photography, stereo-dissecting scope examination, ultraviolet 
scanning, tri-dimensional computer imaging, light microscopy, polarising 
microscopy, phase microscopy, fluorescent microscopy, micrometry, 
microchemical analysis, and more, on the JMI (Zugibe, 2002). Scrapings from 
the image area resulted in a weakly positive reaction for bilirubin pigment 
deposits, probably from the bilirubin in the patient’s urine being forced in 


39 


Volume 43, Number 1 JASCS SUMMER 2020 


some manner through the thin polyurethane layer of the nylon fibres. One 
cannot fully rule out that bilirubin residue was left on the mattress cover 
despite the alleged cleaning of the cover after the patient died (Zugibe,2002). 
However, the presence of bilirubin does not invalidate the kinetic nature of 
the JMI; indeed, ink is required for a pen to be used to write a message. 

Telergy has been offered as a possible explanation for the JMI by 
parapsychologically oriented authors. Telergy refers to the “hypothetical 
force or mode of action concerned with the conveyance of telepathic 
impressions and other super-normal operations” (Constable, 1918). It is a 
hypothetical subtle energy that acts mainly on a psychic level. Telekinesis is 
thought to be the capability to move objects at a distance using mental power 
or other nonphysical means, and the term is used synonymously with telergy. 
Psi-kappa may be allied with QBEFs and appears to be the final source or 
mediator in producing JMI because of the physical nature of the phenomenon. 
In this instance, it is comparable to recurrent spontaneous psychokinesis 
(RSPK). RSPK activity can originate from the living and discarnate agents 
(Stevenson, 1972). 

Les’ predeath vision was not given any significance by JMI narrators; it 
was even downplayed as though it was a drug-induced hallucination. Predeath 
visions are now well investigated (Moody, 2011; Osis & Haraldsson, 1977) 
and it is a respectable research subject. So, Les’ interactive visionary 
experience must no longer be medicalised. Drug-induced visions are mostly 
bizarre, cartoonish, and often frightening. The reporting of Les’ visionary 
experience is as follows: “A few days after Les arrived, a group of people 
visited the hospice to pray with the patients. They entered Les’ room and 
asked him if he would like them to pray with and for him. He said they could 
and lay on his pillows watching them. After a while, Les suddenly sat bolt 
upright and, looking towards the bottom of the bed, said, oh my Lord, you are 
here. You have come for me! But I, Les, have never done anything for you! 
Then, looking at his hands, which were large for his size, he continued, these 
hands have done nothing for you, and yet you have come to me”. 

We can only think in terms of probabilities, and three views could be 
suggested regarding the manifestation of the JMI. First, the JMI might have 
been a product of Les’ own QBEFs or some accidental derangement of 
QBEFs at the time of his death. However, if QBEFs alone could produce such 
an impression, why is this such a rare occurrence, and why does this not 
happen more often? There should be similar incidences on record, as death is 
a common day-to-day occurrence, but hardly any other cases of such 
visionary experiences have been reported. Second, the visionary experience 
may conceivably have activated Les’ own spiritual forces and QBEFS. In this 
case, QBEFS might have been a mediator of the unusual occurrence that led 
to the making of the JMI. 
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The third view is more suggestive of a pure paranormal occurrence. If 
Les’ predeath vision of Jesus is taken seriously, one could argue that it 
activated Les’ QBEFs or spiritual forces, which resulted in the manifestation 
of the JMI, as the spiritual body is considered separate from the QBEFs. As 
mentioned earlier, a vision accompanied by controlled RSPK or RSPK-like 
activity is a true instance of an apparition at the physical site. According to 
this view, either the vision of Jesus was accompanied by an RSPK-like 
activity on Les’ part that resulted in the JMI, or the psychokinetic-like activity 
from the apparition generated the JMI. The primary event was Les’ predeath 
vision, and the JMI was the secondary event with the involvement of the 
QBEFs. We do not know for certain whether Les’ QBEFs were directly 
involved or whether the RSPK-like activity of the apparition was responsible 
for the JMI. We could reasonably argue that, somehow, the QBEFs were 
involved, either as a mediator or generator, whatever interpretation we choose 
to believe. 

Ian Wilson who had a keen interest in the Shroud of Turin examined JMI 
and included a picture of the hand in his 1998 book (The Blood and the 
Shroud) with an inscription, “Closest natural parallel to the Shroud image? 
An outlined hand and buttocks as imprinted on a mattress cover by a patient 
who died of cancer of the pancreas at Liverpool Hospice,1981” (Wilson, 
1998). JMI has been compared with the famous ‘Tilma of Guadalupe.’ 
Studies of such image formation could help to break off the scientific 
scepticism on the paranormal. 


The Shroud of Turin 


Why such a miraculous imprint formation on the shroud was not 
mentioned by the Gospel writers is a puzzle for modern investigators and 
observers of the Shroud of Turin. The story of the image on the handkerchief 
of Veronica was prevalent in early Christian folklore, for instance, but not the 
story of the imprint on the Shroud of Turin. If such a shroud phenomenon 
existed, as believed by some shroud proponents, it would have been narrated 
or else remained as an unrecorded extrabiblical story. There were specific 
details about the wrapping clothes of Jesus found in the sepulcher in the 
Gospel of St. John, but no mention of a cloth impression. When John and 
Peter heard about the missing body of Christ from Mary Magdalene, the two 
apostles immediately hastened to the sepulcher, John out-running Peter and 
arriving first. And he, “stooping down and looking in, saw the linen clothes 
lying, yet went not in”. But Peter, “following him, went into the sepulcher, 
and seeing the linen clothes lie, and the napkin that was about his head not 
lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself”. St. 
John carefully portrays what he calls the ‘sudarion’ rolled up and in a place 
by itself. Yet there is no mention of an imprint on the linen burial clothes of 
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Jesus in any of the gospels. One possibility is that the imprint might not have 
manifested immediately after the resurrection. 

The Shroud of Turin measures 4.3 meters (14 feet 3 inches) long and 1.1 
meters (3 feet 7 inches) wide. It seems to portray two faint brownish images, 
those of the back and front of a gaunt, sunken-eyed, 5-foot 7-inch man—as if 
a body had been laid lengthwise along one half of the shroud while the other 
half of the material was doubled over the head to cover the whole front of the 
body, from face to feet. The images contain markings that allegedly 
correspond to the crucifixion wounds of Jesus. The shroud first emerged 
historically in 1354, when it is recorded in the hands of a famed knight, 
Geoffroi de Charnay, seigneur de Lirey. Since the nineteenth century, a 
variety of scientific studies have been employed to assess the authenticity of 
the shroud. It came to be noticed that the sepia-tone images on the shroud 
seem to have the character of photographic negatives rather than positives 
(Adams, 2017). 

Beginning in the 1970s, tests were made to ascertain whether the images 
were the result of paints or pigments, scorches, or other agents; none of them 
proved conclusive. In 1988, the Vatican provided three laboratories in 
different countries with postage-stamp-sized pieces of the shroud’s linen 
cloth. Having subjected these samples to carbon -14 dating, all three 
laboratories decided that the cloth of the shroud had been made sometime 
between 1260 and 1390. However, some scientists raised doubts about the 
researchers’ methodology, and accordingly, the tests were considered to have 
been flawed. Moreover, it was eventually recognized that the test samples of 
cloth came from edges that were added to fortify the cloth after it was 
damaged in a fire in 1532 (Adams, 2009). Other investigations to test the 
shroud’s authenticity have since been attempted. In 2013, a series of tests 
were performed on the shroud with the resulting conclusion that the cloth that 
forms the Shroud of Turin might date to a period ranging from 300 B.C. to 
400 A.D., a time range well within the lifetime of Jesus of Nazareth (Stanglin, 
2013). 

It is interesting to note that there is a mention of a special disposition of 
the clothes: “the napkin that was about his head not lying with the linen 
clothes but wrapped together in a place by itself”. It is quite rational to think 
that those who believed in the divinity of Christ took special care to preserve 
the burial clothes, especially when some form of paranormality had already 
been noted in their arrangement. It is possible that a miracle regarding the 
Shroud of Turin could have happened if we hypothesize that an ‘invisible 
imprint’ was formed in the wrapping clothes of Christ after his death but 
became visible at a future time. As mentioned, the impression has the 
appearance of a photographic negative rather than a positive. In other words, 
a negative form of an influx of energy from the body of Christ was left in his 
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clothes, and a visible impression developed from such a hypothetical negative 
centuries later. This would be classified as a paraphysical phenomenon, and 
such conjecture would make it a Calvary miracle. This would be unlike JMI 
and the Tilma where impressions came about on the spot; they behaved more 
like an instant film, such as those made by Polaroid and thermally developed 
films. 

Giulio Fanti of Padua University posited that when Jesus resurrected 
from the dead, a large burst of emitted radiation could have created the image 
on the cloth. In 2012, Fanti opined that an electrical charge in the form of 
radiation is what likely caused the man’s image to be imprinted on the shroud 
(Adams, 2016). Such an occurrence is not at all common and should be 
considered a paranormal/mystical phenomenon in the case of Christ. It is 
interesting to note that the head-covering piece of cloth is not alleged to have 
any image formation, and one wonders why, if these images had a natural 
origin, the head-covering cloth was spared. 

Studies have indicated that the power of vacuum ultraviolet radiation 
required to instantly color the surface of linen corresponds to a human of 
average height, with body surface area equal to 2,000 MW/cm2 17,000 cm2 
4 thousand billion watts. At present, it is not possible to replicate the entire 
shroud image using a single laser excimer, as such power cannot be generated 
by any modern vacuum ultraviolet light source. The argument that high- 
powered ultraviolet radiation was used in the making of the image on the 
shroud is therefore unfounded because nothing existed in medieval or ancient 
times that could produce such an X-ray as represented in the shroud. One of 
the most bizarre features of the Shroud is the X-ray that surrounds the man’s 
teeth and fingers on the imprint. Closer scrutiny reveals that the squares 
around the mouth display an X-ray of the man’s teeth, and that the fingers 
appear elongated when the man’s phalanges are specifically viewed. 

The processing of a photograph involves the formation of a negative and 
development of the print. The shroud carried an invisible negative, which 
generated a visible print at a subsequent time. The latent image was later 
transformed into a visible image, making it permanent and insensitive to light, 
a photographic print that apparently resembled a photographic negative. How 
the photographic print resembles a photographic negative is an unexplainable 
mystery of the Shroud. Christ’s body had human and divine elements, making 
Him a divine-human hybrid. His QBEFs could thus manifest in 
incomprehensible ways. Ian Wilson has described the intricacies of the shroud 
debate in several of his writings, and he was an unbiased expert on the subject 
(Wilson, 1979; 1986; Wilson & Schwortz, 2000). Wilson is inclined to think 
that the shroud is the burial cloth of Jesus. 
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Conclusion 


JM is not a fake product, as reassured to me by nursing staff who worked 
in the hospice when these developments were unfolding; the question remains 
whether it is natural or paranormal cum mystical. If scrutinized, the JMI does 
not appear to have any close similarities with the Tilma or the Shroud of 
Turin, but information about it is useful in combatting the very skepticism of 
such extraordinary image formation. The supernatural disposition of the 
Guadalupe image indicates a transcendental type of psychokinetic-like 
activity regarding the manifestation of the apparition but not the involvement 
of QBEFs through visions, thus suggesting an occurrence where QBEFs 
should be distinguished from higher forces. If the pre-death vision of Les is 
taken seriously, JMI cannot be explained away as an accidental QBEFs effect. 
These narrations may be retrospective reflections, but the unfolding events of 
JMI and Tilma have been well documented and can be validated. Studies of 
such image formation could help to appreciate certain aspects of the mystical 
cum-paranormal. A final scientific verdict on the Shroud of Turin is not 
possible with present-day instrumentations, and its circumstances continue to 
be mysterious. Vatican who took some lead in the scientific tests endorsed it 
as a venerable image. 

The Guadalupe impression was offered as a confirmatory sign of the 
Marian manifestation at the physical site, but the spiritual motive behind JMI 
is not clear. The Tilma has been Christ’s own signature endorsing His 
mother’s appearances at Guadalupe. The visible signs or Marian PPOs 
support the argument that mysticism informs us of the fundamental principles 
of reality. Interestingly, visible signs are expected at the sites of two of the 
twentieth century Marian apparitions, at Medjugorje (Bosnia, 1981 to date) 
and Garabandal (Spain, 1962-1965) as confirmatory signs of Mary’s earthly 
manifestation to spark a global spiritual awakening among all the world 
religions, as Mary is the mother of all nations. In years to come, such events 
are expected to generate a paradigmatic shift in scientific attitudes towards 
paranormal and mystical events. 

The essential purpose of Mary’s appearances at all the places examined 
is to promote unconditional love and to strengthen belief in life after death 
and the existence of transcendental power. All these suggest a spiritual 
consciousness. Mysticism challenges neuro-scientific and quantum 
reductionism. Some people, instead of enjoying the marvels of science and 
the comfortable security of spirituality together, give up the latter because 
they cannot tolerate the ambivalences of both together. Admitting scientific 
limitations, one may humbly choose to refrain from the study of mystical 
experiences using technical methods and may stick to spiritual appreciation, 
but it should not deteriorate as apathy. Scientists are obliged to keep 
reservations about the unfathomable aspects of a mystical occurrence in 
reverence for them. 
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Philosophical Discussion 


A Wet Edge and I 


Peter Jezard 


Abstract: With developments in theoretical physics during the last 
century with its new ideas about time and space, like someone 
paddling in the tide-line on a beach on a quest to find the ontology 
of consciousness, we can now look out to a new energetic wave- 
world, or back to the old particle-in-time of Newtonian belief. The 
old belief-based paradigm has failed beyond belief, to provide an 
explanation for that which we refer to as T'. In researching these 
ideas, I owe a debt of gratitude to Dr David Bohm, with whom many 
years ago, I had a long conversation discussing his book 'Wholeness 
and The Implicate Order' and his suggestion of a 'rheomode' [1] 
language. From that base, this paper explores an ancient fluid-logic 
which can provide a new approach to the problem. 


Introduction 


Before robots did the work, if a job needed two sheets of metal to be 
welded, a welder would present a gas flame to the junction of the sheets of 
metal to be joined, also a thin rod of metal would be introduced to the flame 
that would bring the sheet metal and rod to a melting point. The art in this 
exercise is expressed in the ability of the welder to keep a 'wet edge’ of molten 
metal as the welding rod meets and moves with the moving flame. 

The dynamic relationship between heat, movement, and molten metal is 
expressed as what the welder calls a 'wet edge’. Similarly, an experienced 
painter will try to maintain a ‘wet edge’ to prevent streaks appearing on the 
finished job when painting a surface. A 'wet edge' is contingent upon and can 
only appear as a ‘fluid dialectic’ expression of a dynamic relationship. 

When looking for conceptual models of Mind, and Self , let us start not 
with generic Man and his conventional beliefs about his ideological Self, but 
rather the relationships that continually create the world, of which, that pattern 
of relationships we call 'Man', together with his expressions of those 
relationships, are one such ‘wet edge’. 

In music a ‘dialogue’ is a process that occurs between two or more 
expressive voices that explore a theme. These 'voices' could be two or more 
jazz instruments extemporising on a musical theme or tune, that itself arises 
from the interplay of sound-painted ratios of intervals of rhythm and tonal 
pitch to be a harmony, that like a 'wet edge’, keeps moving. As long as 
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dynamic ratios of interval remain unaltered, a tune can be played fast or slow, 
or at a different tonal pitch its recognisable coherent 'Form' will be 
maintained. 

We could also reverse this statement to suggest that 'Coherence' occurs 
when the dynamic ratios of intervals that create the 'Form' remain constant. 
That 'Form' could be a tune, a ripple on a pond, a melody, or even the 
existential symphony that like a 'wet edge’ that just continues. Such a 
symphony we could call the 'Universe’. 

Welding is not about two sheets of metal being joined, but rather about 
a moving 'wet edge’. Music is not about sound, but rather of the sound-painted 
ratios of interval that are the 'Grammar' of a coherent tune. We cannot say 
what the universe ‘is’, other than that it is like a river of moving ratios of 
interval which in ancient times was called 'Logos' [2]. It is also argued to be 
the dynamic 'Grammar' of the universe [3]. The metaphorical expression of 
grammar that we term 'language/thought'’, similar to music, is the ordering of 
ratio amongst the synapses of the brain in a continual process of creating the 
patterns of intervals that we call 'Form’. 

Existential, because what we call 'Time'’, like a moving 'wet edge’, or the 
shifting tide-line where an ocean meets what-it-is-not, is a logical function, 
that we could call a 'binary horizon’. A wave travelling to expend its energy 
on that sea/shoreline, is usually the expression of the energy of wind over sea. 
That travelling fluid expression we could call 'fluid/dialectic' as it is always 
contingent on the relational causality of its complementary forces. 


The Grammar of Reality 


One day during a maths session in primary school I was introduced to 
the Greek symbol z. On asking the teacher about the actual nature of m, I was 
told "It’s just a value (3.14) that we use when we want to find the area of a 
circle”. I can only assume that she thought I was too young to appreciate the 
concept of constant ratio, i.e., that the value of n is an expression of the 
constant ratio of a circle's circumference to its diameter. 

As a child I was taken to a Church of England service and was told to 
recite the Articles of Belief. Prominent in the catechism is the phrase "J 
Believe in...”. This phrase puzzled me somewhat, so I asked "What actually 
is the nature of Belief?" , later the question was extended to include "Jf, other 
than just believing, how can we understand the nature of the essential T that 
believes, when we do not know what Belief is?" Such were the naive thoughts 
of an eleven-year-old. The phrase "I Believe...”. without an explanation of 
what Belief is, having no logical connection like x, to the relationships that 
are the world, was to a child meaningless. So for well over sixty years of 
leaving Belief to live in its own cave, this author has never used the phrase "J 
Believe...”. preferring instead to seek understanding by exploring and 
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questioning the forms of relationship that give rise to the continuous world 
and the conscious life it unfolds. 

Just one avenue of that exploration was when early in a career in 
electronics, I discovered the famous expression of relationship E=MC’. This 
in turn begged another question "Jf all mass is equivalent to energy, then how 
can we think and account for generic Man's consciousness in the energetic 
world we now see?" It is a fundamental question about the human condition 
that hitherto the conventional world of religious metaphysics with its 
fragmented view and its focus on an after-life instead of life itself, has failed 
to answer [4]. It is also a fundamental question about the way in which we 
perceive the logical universe from whence, like the ripples of a stream, we 
arise. 

Today as we use the technology of new physics, the old everyday- 
conventional way of thinking is even more unlikely to afford a universally 
acceptable solution to what is a simple yet profound question “Jf the universe 
and all that we are is actually an existential expression of energy, then how, 
without reverting to old belief based metaphysics, within which most of 
western psychology is based, can we account for what we refer to as the 
conscious 'Me")” 

With the advent of modern Physics, we have the potential metaphorically 
to stand astride two distinct paradigms, two distinctly different ways of 
thinking, two distinct grammatical systems for looking at and exploring the 
world and ourselves. On one hand we have the familiar conventional 
fragmented particle view of Newton and the church, which is a believed 
world, of cause effecting things in time. This is a world where space is some 
sort of non-thing which we as particle individuals move through, believing 
that we are entirely separate from the world. Such a 'passive space’ view also 
sustains the idea of inner and outer space, even space as Man's final frontier. 
The new view, perhaps less familiar, springs from the language of 
‘mathematics ‘underpinning that same physics that gives us the technology we 
enjoy. Devoid of believed metaphysical relationships, the grammar of any 
language, like the holistic equations of mathematics, expresses ratios of 
relationships. It is the eventual goal of this paper to demonstrate how such 
thought/words expressions of ratio become consciousness. 

The new view suggests that all, the existential entirety of the universe, is 
the expression of a stream of dynamic relationships. Using concepts drawn 
from particle physics, we see a universe where electrons orbit atoms [5], 
planets orbit sun-stars, stars a galactical nexus. From a conventional 
Newtonian perspective space-interval permeates all. If we were playing a 
mind game, in relative intervals terms, from the perspective of an electron a 
molecule would be a galaxy and so on. The point is that everywhere there are 
‘dynamic ratios of interval’. In a particle world, we can envisage matter at an 
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inter stellar, atomic, or sub-atomic level as being relations of ratios of space- 
matter/energy in gravitational thrall, creating pattern that we call ‘things’, 
Ratios of space-interval, in such a view is no longer some non-thing we move 
through, as it is, like ourselves, an ocean of space/energy. If we think of the 
universe as an ocean, or continuum, of space/energy, then like any ocean 
rippling across and within there will be wave-fields. A wave, in turn can be 
seen as a harmonic of the generalised energy of the ocean/wind relationship, 
as such, a wave cannot exist exclusive of its contingent energetic formative 
properties. We can therefore term it to be a 'fluid-dialectic' expression of the 
ratios of its contingent forces or properties. 

If we temporarily forget, or suspend, particles-in-time convention and 
instead, using a musical metaphor, think in terms of harmonies as 
fluid/dialectic expressions, ratio/intervals creating the wave-field, then 
logically, what we call an ‘atom’, or ‘object’, is actually such a fluid/dialectic 
expression of a rhythm of change, that in the tense-bound grammar of our 
perception, appears as a stable patterns of ratios as its rhythm slowly decays. 
Like a shifting wave on an ocean, it may be but an echo of the grammar, or 
"Logos' that is the grammar of the whole symphony that is the stream of ratio, 
the fluid/dialectic expression that we call the (existential) ‘universe’. By 
‘existential-expression’, I mean, like a Hopi sand painting that is wiped at the 
instant of its completion, or like jazz that in the moment of its sound, it, as a 
‘wet edge’ moves on. An existential event in this sense cannot be measured in 
time. From such a perspective we could even say that time itself is an 
expression of the stream that is ratio. 

Using both conventional reason and logic, we can say that the universe 
is at any moment, the dialectic 'existential-expression' of ratios of relationship 
and that 'Ratio' permeates all, for devoid of ratio, all, from perceived atoms, 
to the entirety [6] that is the universe itself would logically collapse. 
Unfortunately, the grammar of this language that expresses our conventional 
everyday of view of a world in time, gives precedence to the defined and 
named, which we usually refer to as 'things'. Even a relationship is envisaged 
as being ‘between’ things. ‘Ratio’, if it is seen, is assumed to be the expression 
of relationship 'between' preexisting defined things in time. It is the tense 
bound grammar that forms our thought and language within which we tend to 
overlook the logic that a constant ratio, or rhythmic pattern of ratios, being 
both the expression of relationship and its formative dynamic, is, like 7, 
potentially, timeless. 

In the new view, the genus Man is not in the world, but rather an 
energetic expression of it. As our perception of relationship shifts to focus on 
logical ratio, the nature or 'grammar' of the relationships that are the universe, 
also shift away from our conventional Man-centred believed Newtonian 
view. Language/thought now expresses the universe as a continuing stream 
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of patterned relationships of ratio. With this shift to focus on ratio, we are able 
to ask about Man's consciousness in terms of the logical relations that are the 
world, as opposed to the currently conventional reasoned grammar of 
egocentric belief. In such a view we no longer 'come into' nor ‘leave’ the 
world, rather as a 'melody of expression’, we arise, and decay and our 
expressions linger. We also begin to see the complementary relations of 
language, consciousness and thought as timeless expressions of ratio. 

In that it expresses ratios of relationship, all language/thought is 
metaphorical [7]. Like music or mathematicss, language can express a 
continuing stream of patterned-relationships as fluid 'Gestalt [8] expressions. 
This paper, however, suggests that unlike music, the grammar of this English 
language is inadequate to expresses timeless relationships of fluid ratio. This 
is because it is a language that expresses the relations of a fragmented particle 
world [9] of pseudo-mechanical causality in time. In an existential world of 
energy, we need then, to go elsewhere to find metaphors for such 
relationships. Even then, like Jesuits abroad, there is the temptation to attempt 
to translate all that we encounter into our own belief-based paradigm. 

As a condition of and for an existence and fundamental to conventional 
grammar is ‘time’. For anything to exist it must do so in a linear history that 
has a believed 'First Cause’ and a believed end. 'Things' exist in, and their life- 
spans are measured relative to, a single absolute, which we call ‘time’. 
Likewise, our social systems are regulated by Man's interest in its measure. 
Music, literature, art, mathematics etc. are however, all evidence of the 
existence of Man's conscious manipulation of timeless relationships. This 
tends to suggest that language/thought, being expressions of ratio of 
relationship, once expressed like a mathematical equation, a Bach fugue, or 
this unfolding narrative [10], exists independent of time. 

From a conventional, or any other standpoint '‘ratio' [11], is the 
‘grammar’, or 'Logos', of relationship. Conventionally when we speak of 
relationship, we imply that relationship exists between things in a believed 
three-dimensional world in space in time. If we take an alternative more fluid 
view, 'things' are Man-defined named 'patterns' of relationship. Pre-definition 
they are the expression of constant-ratios of energetic interval-patterns that 
will exist in spite of Man's discovery and naming of them. Such a statement 
implies that space-interval is itself an expression of energy, thus coinciding 
with Heraclitus and Einstein that all (including space) is in a state of flux or 
process. Logos in this sense is the 'grammar' of the entire universe from which 
Man and his expressions (‘thoughts’) predictably and logically arise. 

From its origins with Heraclitus and the pre-Socratic Greeks the term 
Logos was for centuries hijacked. In the hands of Catholicism and its 
descendent creeds, 'Logos' was interpreted to mean "The Word of God" and 
instead of 'Grammar' being the expression of the fundamental dynamic nature 
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of pre-extant relationship, it becomes a set of rules that we impose upon 
language/thought. Following the ancient Greeks from whence these terms 
have their origin [12] we can argue that the terms Logos and Grammar are 
interchangeable and that pure logic has little to do with belief-based Reason, 
because logical relationships are the foundation of a cosmos, that must pre- 
exist for Man's thought/words to express, and his belief-reason to ponder. We 
could define ‘reason' as the mental process of organising of ratios of 
relationship. In our current paradigm that process reduces to 'belief’ and proof 
of belief to reveal another metaphysical concept ‘absolute truth’. Currently we 
cannot logically account for the sentient consciousness that reasoned 
argument reduces to the metaphysics of 'belief'. Therefore, whatever we say 
about the relations that are the world including consciousness, travels through 
the filter of belief which is always one metaphysical step away from logic. 

Logic is the process of expressing Logos, i.e., dynamic ratio. In the logic 
of the alternative paradigm, particle-like 'things' disappear in a world that is 
constantly being formed as an expression of the process of dynamic ratios of 
rhythmic relationships. As with melody, or an ocean, there are rhythms and 
counter rhythms relative to each other. Waves will locally arise and following 
the second law of thermodynamics subside to entropy. With logic we can also 
envisage our local universe as being similarly the expression of a stream of 
such relationships. Dialectic logic suggests then, that that our local universe 
is not isolated, but is also the expression of a relational stream. In such 
streams, patterns can arise and subside, like the beginning and end of the ratio 
pattern we call a 'tune' in a symphony. 

As it is ratio that is a fundamental logical condition of/for any existence, 
for the purpose of this exploration we can suspend or even ignore time. In 
effect, in this exploration we are starting with the relationships of ratio that 
are the unfolding world, then asking how can conscious life, or any other 
phenomenon (including what we call time) arise from those relationships? 

When seeking to explore and understand the nature of intelligent 
consciousness, one clue for its existence is language. If we regard language, 
especially spoken conversation, as simply the expression of dynamic 
relationships as metaphor, and accept that along with metaphysical fictions, 
language expresses as metaphor the relations of ratio that are the world; if we 
expand or re-arrange the ratios creating those patterns of those shared 
expressible relationships, then that process of re-arranging, or expanding, 
itself, we could call, ‘intelligence’. If we, or any organism shares such 
signalled metaphors, we call that process ‘communication’, a process that is 
common to all animals. This allows us to explore the idea that that language 
as sound wrapped expressions of relationship, as signals, is ubiquitous and 
not confined to one species on the planet. 
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To elucidate: continuing patterns of interaction appear through sense 
data in the brain, as, for example a cat stalking its prey. The cat is fully aware 
of the patterns of active intervals that form its environment and we could say 
that those patterns of intervals arrive through sense data in its brain. In that 
moment, like a musician hearing the first intervals of a tune, the cat hears the 
rhythm ratio of intervals mouse-food-catch-play-eat. The intervals of the 
interaction have become an instant metaphysical expression, or metaphor, 
directly expressing the logical ratio relationships of the interaction in the 
brain. The codicil is of course that we are using a language that cannot express 
the condition that ratio itself is a dynamic stream. 


Yin/Yang, as a concept of relationship, arises from a different Oriental 
paradigm, that from the perspective of the Western belief-based view it is 
often deemed to be mystical. The logic behind ‘fluid-complementary 
relationships’ Yin/Yang, generates in turn a view of a far more fluid holistic 
world that itself is contingent upon its formative complementary 
relationships. It is an existential world where time has less of a significance 
in a logic, thus grammar, that cannot express beginnings. Such a fluid 
grammar creates a view, wherein the old believed notion of passive space 
dissolves to be replaced with the logic that space is not nothing. For ‘Nothing’, 
cannot be an expression of a world that itself is a continuing expression of 
energetic relationships, thus ‘nothing’ like a ‘beginning’, or any isolated ‘thing’, 
has the potential to be a metaphysical myth. 

When we conventionally define and name a pattern of attributes, 
situation, event, expression, etc. even though they are in a state of process, the 
name-definition fixes them in a grammar that itself is Man defined and 
purposed to express metaphysical relations that are not directly expressive of 
the logical relationships that are the world. We ‘know’ that everything 
including ourselves is in a state of change, but we come to sentimentally 
believe the snapshot ideological definition, rather than the expression of 
actual changing process or events that we have named. Even though rates of 
change vary, we believe that we 'know' what the defined he, she, it etc. 'Is'. 
In such a belief based ideological system, 'Knowledge' once defined, becomes 
a metaphorical ideological ‘brick’ with which to build an edifice of 
metaphysical knowledge whose foundations rest on the shifting sands of 
belief. In the U.K. we disseminate such bricks of knowledge via educational 
systems where ‘knowledge’, like the illustration of x for many years took 
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precedence over ‘understanding’ the nature of the relationships that create the 
'known'. 

The fluid relational grammar, or Logos, of the alternative view expresses 
'ratio' as a dynamic, like a ripple in a stream it is equally as important as the 
‘forms' that its patterned ratio/interval ratios create. I quite deliberately us the 
term 'ripple' which could be within, or upon the surface of a stream. A ripple 
is an energy wave, it could just as easily be a sound wave, radio wave, light 
wave, reflected, or interference or several other forms of wave. The point is 
that a wave is a dialectic expression of the ratio of its contingent relational- 
parameters, which like the flowing ratio of intervals creating a tune, can be 
regarded as in a state of movement or 'flux'. Put another way, we can envisage 
the universe as the flow of non-Newtonian holes, or expressions of ratio. It is 
the hole, the ratio that is the creative dynamic of what we call 'Form'. 

To borrow from Lao Tzu: [13] 


Thirty spokes share the wheel's hub. 
Is it not the centre hole that makes it useful... ? 


It is because we do not usually give primacy to intervals, that the English 
grammar cannot easily express fluid relationships, I have deliberately used 
symbol '/' here to denote such a holistic complementary relationship rather 
than the more conventional '-'. In such usage space-time becomes space/time 
as an expression of a fluid/holist relationship. Such a concept of ratio as 
dynamic, implies that space/interval, which we previously called 'nothing’, or 
‘space’, is not a passive condition, rather, from what we define as atoms, to 
the universe itself, it is an energetic stream of space/energy that permeates 
and renders ‘form’ to all. 

To explore such a notion, it is easier to envisage the continuing 
relationships that create the world as a stream of energy by drawing metaphors 
of relationship from the ocean and music. In the new grammar that begins to 
evolve, a 'thing', cannot exist in isolation, it becomes like a wave, the 
expression of myriad relationships, the wave itself just one more expression 
of an ocean being what it is. We cannot think of a wave without thinking of 
the ocean and vice versa. 

In this alternative view the universe is a symphony of continual process, 
its dynamic ratios of interval creating ratio patterns to be, from our 
conventional perspective in time, patterned ‘form’. That form, like a melody 
in a continuing symphonic movement having its own rhythm or life-span. The 
very grammar that expresses such a logic of rhythmic energetic relationships 
shifts to a point where there are no longer any particle-like ‘things’. In such a 
view the definite article, including the traditional ideological Self-in-time, 
disappears. 
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This may be scary to someone who has carefully built and maintained a 
believable individual self-image in the conventional world view, but the 
grammar of the alternative paradigm cannot sustain a concept of a singular 
separate particle-self that is accountable to personal or political authority. 
Such a ‘self’ negating fluid grammar is not however, a grammar of nihilism, 
because pre-definition, it expresses logical energetic relationships that are 
literally beyond (outside of) belief. 

Back in the Newtonian three-dimensional paradigm, for something to 
exist, it must be extant however briefly, in time, timelessness being reserved 
for metaphysical entities such as souls, angels, ghosts and God. The genus 
Man, all other organisms and everything else in the natural world, live quite 
firmly in time. It is the grammar of our tense-bound language/thought that 
puts everything we perceive and experience into the straitjacket of a single 
measure and allows them to be 'things'-in-time. Such a grammar allows us to 
ignore the relative rhythm streams of cyclic process in favour of a fixed 
ideological image. To illustrate: the rhythmic process that we name as a 
Mayfly’, it has a life-cycle that from the perspective of the mayfly from egg, 
to nymph, to sub-imago, (able to fly but not yet mature), to imago (fully 
mature) and subsequent death, to us is just a day-measure. However, it is a 
complicated life-cycle to the fly that via the grammar of our thought is an 
ideological and even sentimentally fixed image. This suggests that if we want 
to understand any process, it is easier if we ditch standard time-constrained 
definition and instead, alter the grammar of our thought to allow precedence 
to the rhythm of relationship rather than things-in-time. 

Our current grammar expresses the relations of caused action in time, its 
alternative gives us the potential to understand Man as a logical extension of 
the stream of complementary social and physical relationships that are the 
world. Man needs the grammar of action to act and regulate his world, yet 
willed action and the metaphysics of belief would seem to fragment him from 
that world and the ontology of his own consciousness. The alternative, as the 
logic of fluid relations would seem to predict, assumes that consciousness is 
an expression of a continuous world. Conventionally such a situation would 
seem to suggest we have reached a contradictory impasse as Man's action 
implies independence from the world, while simultaneously being a logical 
continuation of an expressive world. 

The root of this apparent paradox is in the way that grammar expresses 
causality. The action-authority grammar of the English language having been 
honed through centuries of religious belief, gives precedence to mono 
causality and is fine as a 'convention' for dealing with the authority relations 
of cause-effect action. Without the inclusion of metaphysical ‘belief 
relationships, it is next to useless for expressing the relations of fluid dialectic 
contingent causality. If for a moment we regard ‘belief’ as a sort of bonding 
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agent, or the glue that sticks a believed fragmented individual and physical 
world together, then in a continuous world, with the recognition and 
understanding that a large part of consciousness is the harmonic or dialectic 
expression of the relationships that sustain it, the need for such a glue 
evaporates along with believed individual self-image. 

When it comes to exploring the nature of consciousness, we have a 
choice of which grammatical system (way of thinking) is more appropriate to 
the project. As millennia of belief-based conventional grammar has failed to 
show the logical connection between conscious and the world, Logos, the 
grammar of the universe, would seem to be the obvious alternative, as by 
dealing with the logical nature of relationship in a world of relational 
expressions, it seems to predict the existence of consciousness as an 
expressive/shared/communication/system. 

In thinking/speaking/expressing in the terms of wave/ratio relationships, 
consciousness, like the universe from whence it arises, is a stream of dynamic 
expression. Like the ever-moving binary ‘wet edge' of a sea/shore line, or the 
ripple where river meets sea, it is never, in conventional three dimensional 
space-time, ‘there’, it is instead what we could term a shifting binary/horizon. 
Such a concept provides an alternative model for the fragmented individual 
conscious actor, or self, as a fluid wave/expression, an ever-moving horizon 
of surrounding pre-extant energetic processes, that themselves are 
expressions. Contrary to current human action-relationships which occur via 
the politics of self-interest, action is then seen to be valid if it is in harmony 
with the natural logic of the process that engages it. 

With such a fluid 'Yin' model for the acting self, we now have the 
difficulty of placing it back in the 'Yang' world of particle action. This in turn 
suggests that we need to move towards a unifying, yet transcendent grammar, 
and an explanation for its user, the transcendent yet connected ‘self’. Such a 
grammar should be able to encompass and express both cause-effect and 
harmonic dialectic relations. 

By accepting the proposition that ratio is a fundamental to the condition 
we call ‘existence’, we must accept that all is the logical expression of rhythms 
of dynamic-ratio creating relationship. To get to where we can discuss a 
transcendent unifying grammar it may be helpful to approach the concept of 
ratio from a different perspective and draw metaphors from music to create a 
fluid/dialectic [14] mind-model of ratio/energy patterns. By music, I mean 
extemporised music that is the manipulation of sound-wrapped intervals that 
in the moment of its authorship, is the expression of musical conversations 
between players, as in genres such as Jazz, or Flamenco, not its regimented 
conductor led learned reproduction. A similar analogous conversation which 
follows expressions of ratio could be said to occur between mathematicians. 
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With our conventional grammar, it is difficult to envisage anything else 
but a snapshot of the world and its bits at any moment. Within the grammar 
of music which moves from interval to sound painted interval, we are able to 
express existential moving energetic relationships. Time disappears and 
rhythm is relative to the intervals of the evolving tune that, in turn, is an 
expression of its genre, such as Tango, Waltz etc. not the clock. As with the 
initial example of constant ratio 2, providing its ratios remain constant, we 
can play a tune, fast, slow, to different rhythms or musical pitch and it will 
remain a constant pattern of ratio until someone plays a ‘wrong note’ or in 
other words a contrary or dissonant interval. Played fast, slow, or to a different 
rhythm, that pattern of ratios is the timeless grammar or 'Logos' of that tune. 
Conversely, if there were no intervals to be expressed into ratios, the tune 
would cease to exist. We do not need to believe this, as it is a logical 
inevitability. Our problem is that patterns of ratio, the 'what is between’ of 
relationship, or 'Grammar' of the tune is virtually invisible in a language- 
thought system whose linear grammar moves from one defined thing to 
another. 

Ordinarily we speak in terms of the universe as being infinite yet 
constrained by a linear history between its believed beginning and end. Such 
an illogical frame needs the glue of belief to bind expressed-relations 
(thought) back to the relationships that are the universe the Logos. 

‘Belief’, once legitimated by an authority, that is either Self authority or 
a trusted disseminator, or is accepted via first hand empirical evidence as 
proof of belief expectation, as accepted-believed ‘knowledge’, serves as a 
foundation for many of the levers of religio-political ideology. Not to have 
such belief-expectation, is to be a critically sentient animal, alive and 
exploring the melody that is life unfolding to its own ratios of rhythms. 

Every process has its own rhythm, we can only measure that rhythm 
relative to another. The purpose of this investigation into the nature of 
thought/consciousness and the way in which it expresses timeless-ratio, 
makes tense-grammar irrelevant. How we 'see' or think about the world, 
whether it is a world of related stuff, or an ocean of wave energy/ratio, 
whether or not we 'see' such relationships in particle-power, or 
wave/harmonic terms, depends on Man's pragmatic interest and the nature of 
the grammar being used and expressed. It also clearly illustrates that our 
current particle-in-history paradigm is not a basis from which to develop a 
third grammar that could facilitate an understanding of apparent particle wave 
paradox. 

The path to a possible solution to the paradox problem lies in the way 
that we envisage the universe itself. In a fluid holistic view, it is logical, that 
for a universe of relationships to exist, there has to be interval/ratio otherwise 
it would become what the universe is not, an illogical ‘Singularity’. Therefore, 
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we need a grammar that expresses an entirely different view of a universe of 
timeless existential unity. A dynamic world where there is no ‘there’ in the 
conventional three-dimensional sense, but rather like a tune, continuing 
patterns of ratio continually being expressed. Likewise, the 'defined' becomes 
like a standing wave, a fluid/dialectic expression that is not the ocean nor 
wind, a shifting sea-shore line, a 'wet edge’ that is neither sea nor land. By 
swapping the notion of time with the concept of cyclic rhythm, that rhythm 
becomes a logical base-beat of ratio of relative unfolding patterns. In thinking 
of the whole of the symphony, of which our local universe is but a melody 
pattern rising and falling to its own cyclical beat, then such a view would 
allow its logos to take us entirely out of our paradigm and on the way reconcile 
both ‘steady-state’ [15], and 'big-bang' local-universe theories to be merely 
the rise and fall of a movement in a greater symphony. 

Outside of mathematics and the harmony of music, such relationships 
are invisible in a language whose tense-grammar expresses the power 
relations of arbitrarily defined and named, then believed, 'things'. However, if 
the grammar of our thought/words expresses the ratios of relationship that are 
the world, and if our world was not the urbanised sentimentally organised 
society that we enjoy, we may consider how we would express the relations 
of an alternative world. 

One example of such an alternative world view is that of a nomad with 
the freedom of the ocean. As even now my home gently rocks to the flowing 
tide, it is a world of waves, wind, tides, tidal streams, currents, counter- 
currents, increasing and decreasing ratios between ocean way points, angles 
of the ship's way, trajectory, angles of heel, and so on. The nomad explores a 
world where the star-pointers dance, where relations of continuing relative 
movement have equal primacy of expression to those expressions of practical 
day to day activity enacted to the demands of the sea-passage. Then such 
fluid-holistic relationships are better expressed by a non-linear grammatical 
system such as the 'fluid/dialectic' previously referred to. Such a system 
juxtaposes expressions of logical relationship to achieve a logical 
harmonic/expression that could present us with a path or passage toward a 
fluid position that will encompass the complementary energy/particle 
relationship. Such a mental path would unfold relationships in the way that 
mathematics and music already do. 

On stepping ashore, the sea nomad is confronted with the power-rich 
language of the land, in our case a tense laden urban English language that 
expresses the relations of property and power. To express solely such a 
grammar is to become a full part of the culture and its thought system, in such 
a way the newly arrived nomad would be 'socialised’. Vice-versa if an urban 
believer became a sea nomad entirely expressing the grammar of the sea. In 
doing so the constraints of socialisation would be escaped, and that person 
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‘gone native’. This suggests that if the grammar, i.e., the way in which our 
thought/words express relations, shifts, then the way in which we think shifts 
with the new grammar. If sufficient forms of relations in the process of being 
expressed change, then what we call a 'Gestalt switch’, or ‘Paradigm shift’, 
occurs. It is worth noting here that the institution that controls the grammar 
of language/thought controls the ethos of the community. This is a concept 
that the British state educational system with its reliance on authority has yet 
to grasp, while private education on the other hand thrives on it. 

As the grammar of dynamic ratio patterns is expressed through 
word/thought, and perception itself is contingent on grammar of 
thought/language, we see that our relationship is either (a) we live in a world 
of movement, or (b) are expressions of a world of movement. Two distinct 
statements, the former, implies that our mental state is metaphysical and 
entirely separate from the world. The other must suggest that we are logical 
extensions of the relations that are the world. 

Like any animal we must act both upon and with the world to eat. To do 
this we need to understand [16] the dynamic relationships and processes that 
are the world. In the U.K. that understanding used to come from participating 
in the day to day needs of the processes or 'grammar' of the survival process 
that engaged us. As in other cultures, of rural farming-fishing communities 
who understand and work to the rhythm of the seasons and the seas there are 
at least two distinct grammatical linguistic/thought systems. While engaged 
by the process, the grammar of that process has precedence over the formal 
'I-You' power-grammar of everyday communication. This is illustrated, as 
often when for example engaged by the grammar of a task, we lose a sense of 
time and self as the task 'takes over’. It is not until power grammar appears in 
the shape of a potential protagonist other, that we snap back into conventional 
power grammar with its belief reducible relations. It is only when we step 
back from process, and re-enter conventional power grammar, that individual 
self-image with its protective postures re-emerges. The reasonable proof of 
which is that we act upon the world and each other, thus independent willed 
action is the proof of our belief in our separateness. The problem is that it is 
the authority of proven belief, either given or arrived at through linear cause- 
effect reason, that hides the logic that we are actually a part and expression of 
the world from which we, as a process, arise. 

Conventionally we may say, "It's just a thought...”. we even give 
thought-concepts a 'thing-like' status. Movement we almost invariably refer 
to as the motion of something from one relative state of affairs to another by 
simply saying "It moves". Because our language gives precedence to 'things', 
we tend to ignore the formative dynamic ratios of interval creating the subject 
of our interest i.e. movement. Going back to the cat mouse relationship, when 
the ratio intervals between the cat, the mouse and the environment suddenly 
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change the cat is ‘aware’, i.e., the ratios being experienced amongst the 
synapses of the brain change. The cat will not utter a cry as a signal of intent 
which from the mouse perspective would signal a pattern of potential danger. 
The change in ratio of any sensed patterns such as scent, or change in the 
auditory environment, if linked to a sound alarm signal becomes a metaphor 
and if shared across a community, the basis of language. As a metaphorical 
pattern of dynamic ratio in the 'wet edge’ of synaptic activity these patterns of 
dynamic ratio could be argued to be a pre-language thought. 

When we discover the dynamic expression of a constant logical pattern 
of intervals, as when encountering a new melody, or new situation, we in the 
English language, are inclined to define and name it. Having name-defined a 
pattern of ratio of relationship, it becomes like x, a linguistic and mental 
‘thing’, in a language that historically was forged to express the grammar of 
the relations of ideology, authority and power within the absolute diachronic 
frame of time. Through the metaphysical-mechanism of 'Belief' embedded in 
grammar, ‘Authority’ in turn, can be legitimated, sustained then controlled via 
the form of causal relations expressed or omitted through grammar. In this 
authoritative mode 'Grammar'’ becomes a believed set of culturally defined 
linguistic 'rules' which fragments and defines the separate individual who is 
then able to operate the power-authority relationship nature of its expression 
as thought/words. By controlling grammar, by manipulating or deliberately 
omitting the forms of causal relationship being expressed, the 'Way' in which 
people think/speak and define what they call their 'Reality' is also thus 
controlled. In such a way the English language with its underlying grammar 
of belief-power-authority relations honed through millennia of religious 
usage, readily lends itself to the formulation of authoritative ideology and thus 
is a means of social control. Even atheist anti-religious users of the language 
who may profess to be non-believers, are in so doing, using the grammar of 
religious ideology which ultimately reduces to the metaphysics of Belief. 

As argued, the Logos, or 'Grammar' of the universe as expressed through 
mathematics is literally beyond ‘Belief. We enjoy the fruits of such logical 
expression when we use the technology that logic through mathematics has 
facilitated, yet when we wish to explore the human condition and the ontology 
of consciousness we revert to the inadequate fragmenting grammar of belief- 
based religion that expresses particle relations of a world where in time all 
movement can be reduced to a first cause. It is a system which ignores, or 
cannot express, ‘dialectic relationships’ in the way that music or mathematics 
can. Hence our conventional view of a world in time, which we believe to be 
constrained between a beginning and an end. It is a world-view where even 
our beliefs about the nature of that so constrained world, and the whole of 
what we perceive as reality, may be but a belief-validated sentimental fiction. 
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Within that cave of ‘Belief’ the legitimating agent and metaphorical 
anchor of its stability, is 'Truth’. A truth being a metaphysical absolute is 
contingent upon the belief of its receiver, not the understandable conditional 
relationship of ratio which, like z, is a valid logical expression. In a cave of 
belief , whose grammar via Belief separates Man from the world, it is a view 
that is a metaphorical world away from a possible actual universe that is the 
logical existential expression of a continuum of timeless ratios of 
relationships, of which man and time itself are arguably, but logical 
expressions. 

Historically in a religiously controlled society a 'truth' as a piece of 
knowledge was made to be believable if pronounced by a perceived legitimate 
source, such as a priest or teacher. This was the case with the scenario 
concerning the teacher's explanation of m. As a piece of knowledge, it was a 
sterile ‘thing’ until its intrinsic nature was understood. Apart from 
demonstrating that 'truth' is a metaphysical religious concept, this historical 
illustration also demonstrates that Western education system centres on the 
transmission of authority through received knowledge. This creates a situation 
where believed knowledge takes primacy over understanding and becomes 
blind ideology, so when a flag of knowledge/belief is raised, all a populace 
needs to do is to salute it. 

Two distinct views of the world, two paradigms each with its own 
patterns of relationship, time, space, and causality. The former expressed 
through the power language of metaphysical relations, is our current 
conventional reductionist view where movement has a quasi-mechanical 
cause that can be traced back in time to a first cause and a believed beginning. 
The second, a more holistic dynamic continuum of continuing expressible 
logical relationships, a world that itself, is the existential expression of an 
ocean of energy where what we conventionally define as particle-like 'things' 
are themselves dynamic patterns in a continual process of space-becoming- 
form. The supporting logic for this is that if there were no space-interval, the 
patterns of gravity-energy that we conventionally call 'Atoms' would collapse 
along with the universe into a singularity. However, in the fluid logic explored 
here, a singularity cannot exist without being an expression of relationship. 
This begs the question that with neither an inside or outside, beginning or 
ends, the universe we think we know may not necessarily be as we 
conventionally expect it to be. Likewise, if such fluid logic is valid, the 
singularity we refer to as T dissolves to be a moving 'wet edge’ expression of 
what the entire universe at any moment is not. 

The arguments presented so far would indicate that 'Reality' is a universe 
that is the continuing dynamic-expression of ratios, a process which we name- 
define as the 'Logos' which must logically exist for the universe to exist. It 
does this in spite of Man's interest and reasoning system which reduces 
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ultimately to Man's belief which is one metaphysical step away from the 
universe. This suggests that instead of using belief-reason, which starts in 
metaphysics, to explore Man's conscious relationship to a logical world, it is 
more logical to start with the grammar of the relations that are the world to 
discover the nature of just one of its expressions, i.e., conscious Man. 

As already commented, at the moment of writing we the readers, 
speakers and thinkers who express the word-wrapped grammar and syntax of 
the English language experience difficulty talking about certain forms of 
relationship with a language that fragments the world and each separate 
particle-like other, with the grammar of the language following linear paths. 
This allows us in our conventional belief-centric world to reasonably talk of 
both social and actual relationships in power terms of cause and effect. This 
is most evident with the terms of human relationship in the phrase "J love you" 
logically what is being said is "Z" (whatever T is or what I believe T to be) 
"love" (yet to be defined) "You" (a stereotypic pattern of attributes which I 
name-define as 'You' and have sensual and sentimental aspirations for). This 
statement often arises, even when the ‘loved’ is unaware of a potential lover. 
The alternative of course is "Let us mutually explore this unfolding harmony 
we create between us together". 

By exploring a world that itself is the expression of patterned logical 
ratio, or 'Logos', we have a 'model' for consciousness as being the continuing 
re-arrangement of such pattern streams amongst the neurons of the brain. 

We have answered the question that English language/thought with 
many of its terms and expressions having their nascence in divisive religious 
metaphysics has consistently been unable to answer, yet in pointing to the 
grammar of the universe we have come full circle. If we abandon Belief, and 
substitute the word Logos for God we can continue to explore a new 
possibility literally beyond belief, that Man and consciousness are, like a 
melody in a symphony, a natural and even predictable expression of a very 
dynamic universe in its continuing oceans of expression. 

In that natural world an 'Event' occurs when the patterns of intervals of 
interaction, like a kaleidoscope, resolves into a new pattern. Just before the 
‘Event’ within the whole pattern of intervals that is a coherent natural 
environment, a change in sufficient number of intervals of ratio in the pattern 
- e.g. anew pheromone, a sound, a sudden change in the rhythm of intervals 
- could signal an imminent change to a new pattern or ‘existential paradigm’ 
of intervals. This would be similar to there being sufficient change in the ratio 
of intervals that create a tune, to allow the tune to morph into a new coherent 
unfolding pattern, a new coherent tune, or paradigm. Were the mouse to 
squeak before turning and attacking the cat, that signal of imminent change 
would itself constitute a radically new memorable pattern of intervals in the 
grammar of the cats' environment. The pitch and tempo of the squeak-signal, 
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when expressed in turn into the sea of related metaphorical intervals that we 
call 'Memory', the 'Mind', being at any moment the 'wet edge’ binary 
expression of the ratios of interval presented to the brain by the organism's 
sensory pathways, as signals concerning danger or food are fairly high on an 
organism's agenda of interests. The brain then retains that trigger signal of a 
complex metaphor. 

In the way that many can identify a complex tune from the experience of 
hearing just a couple of its intervals, with only one such signal, like the mouse 
squeak, the whole gestalt pattern of related intervals becomes accessible. In 
this sense the ‘Signal’ is the 'Threshold' to a vast interrelated pattern of 
intervals, that each are in turn triggers to more such patterns of dynamic 
intervals. 

The cat sees its environment pattern containing mouse, at what we could 
call a ‘Mental level’ but actually both the cat and mouse are simultaneously 
involved with a pattern of intervals, that to the cat is his ‘Dinner Tune’ and to 
the mouse his ‘Survival Tune’. Both tunes have variations of the same 
potential dynamic patterns that create a symphony that is the life/death 
struggle. Both the cat and mouse are attempting to manipulate the ratios of 
intervals of relationship to meet their survival needs. If the ratio of interval 
between the running mouse and the cat increases, the mouse survives. That 
manipulation of actual and metaphorical ratios of intervals could be argued to 
be ‘Intelligence’, its driving force, ‘Survival’. Following this argument, we 
could say that language, the sound-signal that is the shorthand expression of 
relational patterns or 'grammar', is universal [17] and not confined to the 
genus Man. 

With such an approach that gives precedence to ratio, we have the 
beginnings of an explanation for, and an understanding of, thought itself. 
Thought is patterned relationships of ratio before they are painted with sound. 

With Man, word/thought was primarily an expression of a world of 
actual dynamic relationships of that are the 'process' of survival. With the 
introduction of power and its partner ‘authority’ into the grammar of 
language/thought, it is the grammar expressing the relations of 
power/property that becomes a ‘mirror’ of and for self-authority. This is 
slightly different to the proposition of Jacques Lacan [18] who suggests that 
language through its syntax provides a mirror for 'self' but fails to provide the 
logic of 'how' it does. What is explored here is the proposition that it is the 
property/power relations expressed through grammar that creates and sustains 
the ideological "I", which for different non-Freudian reasons, I agree is a 
myth, that only becomes manifest in the grammar of action when the neurons 
of the brain are arranging those form of ratios of relationship. Such a reductive 
grammar with its inclusion of metaphysical and sentimental belief-relations 
facilitating coercive political authority, becomes part of a language/thought 
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system that allows a belief-definition of an individuals will-full acting 
ephemeral Self for as long as that grammar engages us. 

If we return to the example of an improvising jazz musician in a New 
Orleans style jazz band, five or six musicians will be engaged by the tune. A 
good lead instrument will 'paint' the intervals of the tune. Even if they have 
never heard the tune before, other musicians, by listening to the nuances of 
tonal-pitch and harmony can readily 'sense' where ratios of intervals that are 
the tune are going before it gets there. At the point of joining in to creatively 
complement the overall 'sound' it is the progression of sound-painted shifting 
patterns of ratio, not the 'ego' of the player, that are the driving force for its 
direction because at the fluid existential-continuing point the musician is 
expressing the fluid grammar of harmony which as discussed, dissolves the 
grammar of individuality. In other words, it is the continuing stream of 
dynamic ratio that is driving creativity which we translate back into the 
conventional Newtonian power paradigm. 

So we have a problem, the grammar of the conventional belief-based 
paradigm allows for the quasi mechanical transmission of power by 
individuals and particles in time, the other, a world of dynamic-ratio 
continually in a process of creating logical patterns that we call ‘Form’, 
Because the Logos is invisible in a Newtonian grammar, thus thought, its 
complementary Logos driven alternative, is deemed to be mystical. Whereas, 
from the holistic interval/ratio/logos, perspective, it is our conventional view 
reducible to the metaphysics of belief that is mystical, and though perfectly 
reasonable in its own paradigm, is actually illogical. 

Because the term Logic is so often confused with belief-based reason in 
the conventional God-particle world, it may be better to substitute the term 
'Tao' [19] for 'Logos' as the timeless logical expression of complementary 
ratios of fluid relationships. For like Logos, the Tao is the expression of the 
fluid invisible grammar of the universe, as Lao Tzu [20] comments: 


Look, it cannot be seen - it is beyond form. 
Listen, it cannot be heard - it is beyond sound. 
Grasp, it cannot be held - it is intangible. 
These three are indefinable, they are one. 


Two paradigms, two distinctly different world views. They would seem 
to be paradoxical and reasonably irreconcilable, yet there is a way to 
accommodate both. We need to abandon the metaphysics and grammar of 
belief-reason, together with the fragmented sentimental world that belief- 
reason creates. Replace it with the fluid/dialectic logic that suggests we and 
our thoughts are as much a part of the stream of ratio that is the world that we 
arise from to express. From such a holistic fluid-dialectic view, we can re- 
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approach the grammar of mechanistic cause effect relations when we need to 
act, while simultaneously recognising that such action occurs within a greater 
process-cycle. We can talk about a situation that in conventional 
language/thought, we do not have a word for. That situation is a dialectic 
expression, an ever-moving horizon of relationship, it is the threshold of both 
paradigms that like a sea/shoreline, is never conventionally 'there', yet is the 
dynamic threshold of and to both. Such a threshold, a continuing, ever- 
moving yet constant expression of ratio is the 'wet edge' of a melody, the 
expression of a discourse of the myriad relations of an unfolding universe, it 
is the melody we refer to as "I". 
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Theoretical Research 


The Consciousness Chase: 
A problem with a solution 


James E. Beichler 


Abstract: Everyone knows that you cannot solve a problem until you 
recognize the problem, and you cannot solve it properly until you 
understand it fully, correctly, and comprehensively. This dictum is 
especially true for developing a theoretical understanding of 
consciousness, but with consciousness scientists and researchers 
must take into consideration the background scientific context 
within which consciousness exists, i.e., our perceived physical 
reality. The scientific concept of consciousness is presently 
ambiguous at best, with psychologists, physicists, and other 
scientists, as well as metaphysicians and philosophers, often using 
the term in conflicting ways. No one has ever defined consciousness 
in a manner which all could accept let alone develop a workable 
theory of consciousness. This state of affairs may be due to a basic 
duality of the concept which is reflected in the physical basis of 
consciousness itself. Using a five-dimensional space-time 
framework based upon the Einstein-Kaluza theory of physics, 
wherein physical space is four-dimensional while the material 
space embedded within it is only three-dimensional, life, mind and 
consciousness can all be explained as increasingly complex 
‘entanglements’ or patterns of density variation in a single unified 
four-dimensional potential field. The model of consciousness that 
evolves from this purely physical framework corresponds quite well 
with the Buddhist and other mystic models of ‘enlightenment’ as 
well as what NDErs experience and remember of that experience. 


Introduction 


During the final decades of the twentieth century, the study of 
consciousness evolved to the level of a new interdisciplinary field within the 
scientific community. Human consciousness seems to have moved to the 
forefront of scientific research and scholarly debate, notwithstanding the large 
and intransigent problems which still plague the subject. Yet, the 
interdisciplinary nature of the subject also defines the greatest obstacle to a 
successful theory of consciousness. In particular, when a psychologist talks 
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about conscious, sub-conscious or unconscious states of the mind, he, in all 
likelihood, is not addressing the same idea of ‘consciousness’ that a physicist 
invokes to account for the ‘collapse’ of the wave function in quantum theory. 

This distinction is all the more important because physicists are probing 
what seems to be a fundamental quantity within physical reality, rather than 
just a temporary state of mind, when they speak of consciousness. So, 
depending upon how one defines it, consciousness can be an integral part of 
physical reality, just a state of mind, or anything in between. This dual notion 
of the concept of consciousness pervades and unnecessarily complicates the 
modern study of consciousness. In large part, the problem resides in the fact 
that physicists, at one extreme, deal (or attempt to deal) with very precisely 
defined quantities, while consciousness seems to be an ambiguously defined 
quality for all intents and purposes, rather than an easily definable and thus 
measurable quantity. 


Analysis of the problem 


The basic dichotomy represented by these two extreme views is not new 
in the science of consciousness. Robert Ornstein proposed that there are two 
major modes of consciousness, one analytic and the other holistic. The two 
modes are complementary, each having its own functional area. They can be 
likened to the “rational” and “intuitive” activities of the mind. (Ornstein, 
1972) Ornstein’s “rational” could be thought of as representing the 
quantitative and logical aspects of consciousness spoken of in physics, while 
his “intuitive” activities of the mind sound more like the psychologists’ 
concept of consciousness as a state of mind. Other scientists are far less 
certain about ‘consciousness.’ 

Thomas Natsoulas narrowed his list to seven different uses of the term 
consciousness (Natsoulas, 1978) and there is no reason to believe that his 
choices exhaust the possibilities. Anthony Marcel and Edoardo Bisiach claim 
that the proliferation of uses of consciousness stems from the “domain or level 
of discourse” for the term. Sometimes consciousness is used as a functional 
term and other times it refers to phenomenological concepts. (Marcel and 
Bisiach, 1988) Whichever the case may be, the interpretation of the problem 
by these scientists is not all that different from Ornstein’s two major modes, 
nor, for that matter, from the differences represented by the physicist and the 
psychologist. These scientists have discovered what is essentially the same 
basic dichotomy in the use of the term, each expressing that dichotomy after 
their own fashion. 

Given these problems in the way that various scientists use the term 
consciousness itself, how is a physicist or any other scientist to understand 
the concept of consciousness and its relationship to the physical reality with 
which consciousness acts or interacts. The answer would seem to come from 
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finding the simplest differences between what is conscious and what is not, 
within our physical world. This course of action actually suits physics quite 
well, since physics is the science that deals directly with physical reality at its 
most fundamental level. For all of its complex theories, assumptions, attitudes 
and instruments, physics is merely a logical study of the natural world which 
is conducted by reducing all events and phenomena to their most 
characteristic and fundamental natural components. 

The fundamental components utilized by physicists in this quest are 
‘matter’ and ‘matter in motion’ against the background of relative space-time. 
Nothing seems simpler than this methodology, but there also seems little room 
for consciousness within this scheme. Many scientists have tried to reduce 
consciousness to either electro-mechanical or physico-chemical interactions 
within the brain, which are ultimately explained by physics, but they have met 
with little success. It would thus seem that consciousness defies reduction to 
either ‘matter’ or ‘matter in motion’ in the sense that they are understood in 
physics, although this need not be the case. To find the physical basis of 
consciousness, it is informative to look instead at the types of matter which 
either have or do not have the ability to move themselves about in space. 

Physicists normally consider only one type of matter in their 
deliberations on nature. In their calculations, physicists consider all matter as 
if it were dead, non-living matter. Within the perspective of modern physics, 
it does not matter whether a human or a ball is shot out of a cannon at the 
circus. Under the same conditions, except for the fact that one is alive, and 
the other is not, they would both follow the same trajectory through the sky. 
The only distinguishable difference between the two in the final analysis is 
the fact that the human made a choice to be a cannonball and moved himself 
into the firing chamber while the ball did neither. Dead or non-living matter 
will always follow the simplest path along a field gradient according to the 
laws of physics and whims of nature. 

On the other hand, a living being need not follow the path dictated by 
nature. In other words, each and every living being is ‘self-motivated’ rather 
than motivated by the conditions within its local physical environment. Since 
consciousness seems to be a property of living beings alone, or perhaps it 
would be better to say that life is a prerequisite for consciousness, the 
distinction between living and non-living matter would seem a good starting 
point to study consciousness and its physics. 

Living matter can be further distinguished by another physical property 
which is intimately related to ‘self-motivation.’ Living bodies are negentropic 
systems of matter. Both dead and non-living matter interact entropically under 
normal conditions as described by the laws of thermodynamics. Under normal 
conditions, matter tends toward a greater state of disorder while energy tends 
to dissipate. This rule seems to be true for both living bodies and dead bodies 
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when a macroscopically large system is considered, but it fails when the 
individual living being is considered as the whole and complete system. 
Living beings absorb and utilize energy. Life organizes or orders matter 
within the living body to build increasingly more complex internal structures. 
Therefore, living beings, and thus life itself, seems to be negentropic at its 
simplest level. Taken together, the properties of negentropy and ‘self- 
motivation’ are ideally suited to explain life, mind, and consciousness within 
the context of the latest developments in modern physics. 


Theoretical development 


The physical background of all matter, whether living or dead, and its 
motion in the space-time continuum as described by the special and general 
theories of relativity. In the general theory, there is no need to limit the 
number of physical dimensions to four, although that has been the custom. 
We only seem to detect the three dimensions of space and one of time through 
our five normal senses, a fact which does not necessarily prove the existence 
of only four dimensions. Expanding further upon this four-dimensional 
structure of our sensible world or environment, the curvature of space-time 
has nearly always been considered an ‘intrinsic’ property of the continuum, 
as described by general relativity. 

However, Theodor Kaluza added a fifth ‘extrinsic’ dimension to Albert 
Einstein’s space-time structure in 1921 and successfully merged the 
electromagnetic and gravitational fields into a single field structure. Kaluza’s 
space-time model was resurrected in the 1980s and has become the basis of 
the superstring theories during our own time. However, the particular 
interpretation of the Kaluza-Klein theory used by most modern theoreticians 
is Over-restrictive. The standard interpretation of the Kaluza model, as 
adapted to quantum theory by Oskar Klein in the 1920s, limits the length of a 
four-dimensional point extended as a line in the fifth direction to the sub- 
quantum range of values. 

If this restriction is discarded, and there is no requirement in Kaluza’s 
original theory that requires this particular restriction, an alternative 
interpretation yields a four-dimensional ‘sheet’ of uniform but extremely 
minute width in the fifth direction. The ‘sheet’ curves locally in the fifth 
embedding dimension to create elementary material particles. Each 
mathematical point in three-space and time, including the space occupied by 
a material particle, is extended into the fifth dimension with a macroscopically 
valued length. Our normal knowledge and perception of the physical world, 
as refined by and through our five senses, are limited to the four-dimensional 
continuum because of the extremely minute width of the ‘sheet’ rather than 
the minute total length of the five-dimensionally extended points of space. 
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Real physical curves within the ‘sheet’ represent both the ‘singularities’ 
in relativity theory and the ‘divergences’ of quantum field theory, which have 
classically been interpreted as elementary material particles. However, they 
are not true mathematical ‘singularities’ or ‘divergences’ because they are no 
longer of infinite extension in the fifth direction, but curve around the 
circumference of a Riemannian five-space to return to their points of origin 
in the ‘sheet.’ This structure eliminates many of the problems and paradoxes 
inherent within both the quantum and relativity theories. 

Up to this point, Kaluza’s five-dimensional structure of physical space- 
time was investigated by Einstein and his colleagues in the late 1930s, but 
Einstein discarded the five-dimensional approach to a unified field theory in 
the early 1940s. Einstein could not justify the large scale extension of matter 
in the fifth direction with the observation that we cannot detect or sense the 
five-dimensional extension. However, Einstein failed to realize that we can 
perceive he extra dimension outside of our common four-dimensional space- 
time because our normal five senses only work in four-dimensional space- 
time, or rather, only within the four-dimensional material ‘sheet.’ It is in this 
manner that the five-dimensional structure of space-time provides the basis 
for a physical interpretation of ‘consciousness’ as well as accounting for what 
is normally referred to as intuition as well as different forms of extra-sensory 
perception. The dichotomy between Ornstein’s analytic and holistic aspects 
of consciousness represent no more than the conscious interaction with 
physical reality within the four-dimensional ‘sheet’ and outside of the ‘sheet’ 
but within five-space, respectively. 

The fifth physical dimension is filled by a pure continuous field marked 
by variations in density corresponding to the elementary material particles, 
electromagnetic waves and, of course, the four-dimensional ‘sheet’ itself (our 
normally sensible universe). We do not normally perceive or sense the fifth 
dimension because our physical bodies exist ‘within’ the ‘sheet.’ However, 
everything in the ‘sheet’ is extended within the single field in the fifth 
dimension and thus every physical action, occurrence and event in the four- 
dimensional space-time ‘sheet’ affects local density variations in the extended 
five-dimensional single field and vice versa. When a material particle or body 
moves relative to other material bodies within the ‘sheet,’ it undergoes 
specific physical distortions as described by special relativity. These 
individual distortions of matter in the ‘sheet’ correspond to density variations 
in the single field in five-space which are transmitted or felt (in a sense) 
through all of five-space. 

Living organisms have some control over the motion of particles within 
their own bodies by a reversal of this process. Living organisms can thus order 
matter internally to build more and more complex chemical structures, i.e., 
cells, internal organs, and specialized functional bodies. Within the many 
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cells in an individual living body, the same chemical interactions are repeated 
continuously throughout the whole life of the organism. To physicists, 
chemical interactions represent the exchange of energy between elementary 
particles which translates as varying speeds of those particles. The varying 
speeds correspond to density changes in the five-dimensional single field. 
When the speeds of a large number of particles vary in the same manner as in 
a single equilibrium chemical reaction or in a specific group of coupled 
equilibrium reactions, continuously through time, specific patterns or 
‘entanglements’ of field variations are established in the fifth dimension as a 
single field density variation pattern. 

In a sense, the vast number of patterns representing different repeating 
chemical interactions and thus coupled field variations in the five- 
dimensional extension of a living body ‘resonate’ or form a common pattern. 
This coupling or quantum ‘entanglement’ of chemical compounds 
undergoing continuous and repeated interactions is the ‘quality’ that 
distinguishes living from dead matter. In fact, it is ‘life’ itself. This 
‘entanglement’ is the ‘something extra’ beyond the Newtonian mechanism of 
a living body that philosophers and scholars have sought for centuries under 
such names as the ‘life force,’ the ‘vital force’ or the ‘elan vital.’ In the 
language of modern mathematics, the chaotic variations of energy within the 
chemical reactions that form ‘life’ are themselves a mathematical complexity 
which can be represented by an attractor. The attractor represents a 
mathematical model of the quantum ‘entanglement’ of five-dimensional field 
density variations which we call ‘life.’ 

The more complicated or complex a living organism, the more it needs 
some type of controlling mechanism to coordinate the internal interactions of 
organs and functions in the body as well as mediate between the organism and 
its immediate external environment. This control organism, a simple brain, is 
either an electro-mechanical or physico-chemical device depending on any 
given scientist’s perspective. So electro-chemical interactions in the brain 
correspond to another distinct higher order specialized pattern of single field 
density variations that constitute ‘mind.’ Like other material organs, the four- 
dimensional brain has a mathematical point by mathematical point extension 
into the fifth dimension. The energies which constitute chemical interactions 
and electrical impulses in the brain thus correspond to a secondary quantum 
‘entanglement’ of five-dimensional field density patterns. In more complex 
organisms, a more complex brain is needed to interact with the environment. 

So ‘mind’ is the common extension of the brain into five-space, but it is 
also a further refinement in the five-dimensional ‘entanglement’ of that 
extension that corresponds to the whole body. This ‘entanglement’ evolves at 
just the point when the brain becomes ‘aware’ of its interactions within the 
body and between the body and its local external environment. The awareness 
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of the internal functions of the body is necessary for the brain to control both 
the internal functions and external interactions of the body. But ‘mind’ can 
also affect the body directly via the entanglements as well as control the body 
indirectly via the brain. ‘Mind’ corresponds to brain, but it is not located 
within the brain, nor is it confined to the physical (four-dimensional) limits of 
the brain. So ‘mind’ extends beyond the brain alone. 

It is actually quite simple to demonstrate that ‘mind’ is a five- 
dimensional entity. If ‘mind’ is an awareness of body and local environment, 
it ‘must’ be associated with a higher physical dimension than brain and body. 
In physics, ‘awareness’ of a thing can only come from the next higher physical 
dimension. A two-dimensional creature would not be aware of a third 
dimension, but a three-dimensional creature would be aware of a two- 
dimensional space. This notion was explained quite effectively by Edwin 
Abbott over a century ago in his short novelette Flatland. 

Before the evolution of brain and ‘mind’ occurs, the body would merely 
‘react’ to its environment. After ‘mind’ evolves, they interact. ‘Mind’ controls 
the motivation or movement of the body within its external physical 
environment, opening the body to an ever-increasing number and variety of 
physical stimuli and interactions. ‘Mind’ and brain continue to learn through 
the increased encroachment of the body on its ever-widening physical 
environment, developing ever more complex electro-chemical structures 
within the body and brain. Through continued and more varied interactions 
with the body’s external physical environment, the brain begins storing 
knowledge of the world in which its exists, in the form of thoughts, until the 
total amount of stored knowledge has increased to the point where the ‘mind’ 
becomes aware of its non-local environment. 

‘Mind’ comes to realize that the world exists beyond the immediate reach 
of its senses in normal space, beyond what the brain senses through its five 
senses. When a person passes out of sight, the person still exists. The ‘mind’ 
learns that people and objects continue to exist even after they have passed 
out of the sight and hearing range of the body. Then, through further contacts 
with objects in its physical environment, ‘mind’ eventually becomes aware of 
the flow of time, the existence of its own past, its present state, and the future. 
With this the new awareness of non-local space and time, a new pattern of 
electro-chemical interactions forms in the brain, corresponding to a further 
refinement of the five-dimensional field density ‘entanglement’ which is 
‘mind.’ 

The new knowledge of the non-local environment means more complex 
memories and thus more complicated patterns of the subtle field density 
variations in five-space, corresponding to the most complex memories in the 
brain itself. This new higher level ‘entanglement’ of patterns precipitates as 
the beginning of ‘consciousness’. ‘Consciousness’ evolves as the ‘mind’s 
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awareness’ of a greater interconnection of the body, brain, local and non-local 
environments, in both space and time develops. Consciousness is the growing 
‘entanglement’ or awareness of ‘life,’ ‘mind’ and the interconnections of all 
things in the universe via the fifth dimension. ‘Consciousness’ must exist in 
the fifth dimension because only the physical perspective from the fifth 
dimension can ‘overlook’ or be ‘aware’ of the totality of connections between 
the material body and its complete environment stretching simultaneously 
across both space and time. ‘Consciousness’ grows past this point of initial 
awareness as knowledge of the world as a whole, or rather the universe, 
increases in any given individual’s ‘mind.’ 

This physical model explains both Ornstein’s modes of consciousness 
and Marcel and Bisiach’s categories of consciousness. Analytic 
consciousness corresponds to the growth of knowledge of environment 
through the logical reduction that we know as science and philosophy. 
Ornstein’s holistic consciousness comes from the intuitive projection of local 
knowledge to complete the picture of the whole world in areas that the brain 
and mind cannot directly reach through the normal five senses. In many cases, 
this is how the mind gains knowledge of the non-local environment. 
Analytical consciousness represents learning about the four-dimensional 
‘sheet’ by studying it from the inside-out, while the second method of holistic 
consciousness corresponds to learning about the ‘sheet’ by projecting the 
image of ‘mind’ across the whole ‘sheet,’ from the outside perspective in the 
fifth dimension inward to the ‘sheet.’ The notion of ‘awareness’ is 
fundamental to two of Natsoulas’ definitions of consciousness. (Natsoulas, 
1978) His ‘awareness’ and ‘direct awareness’ correspond to the intuitive and 
analytical modes of Ornstein. However, the evolutionary process need not end 
here. 

Just as brain begins to manipulate local environment to evolve ‘mind,’ 
‘mind’ and ‘consciousness’ learn to understand and manipulate their non- 
local five-dimensional environment to evolve a super-consciousness. ‘Mind’ 
normally receives information about its physical and material environment 
via the material brain from the body’s five senses, but the five senses act only 
within the four-dimensional space-time continuum, or only within the ‘sheet.’ 
After the evolution of ‘consciousness’ in the fifth dimension, ‘mind’ is able 
to gain knowledge of the world (universe) as a whole via the five-dimensional 
connections afforded by the field density variations within the single field. 
‘Consciousness’ thus has its own direct ‘view’ of physical reality which does 
not necessarily correspond to the view four-dimensional reality afforded by 
the five senses. The conflict between these two views of physical reality 
within the ‘mind’ gives rise to intuition. 

In this case, information comes to the ‘mind’ from the fifth dimension 
via ‘consciousness,’ extra-dimensionally and thus extra-sensorially. In other 
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words, ‘consciousness’ within the fifth dimension is the primary source for 
extrasensory perception and other forms of paranormal perception as studied 
in parapsychology and paraphysics. As ‘mind’ and ‘consciousness’ continue 
to evolve, it becomes possible that ‘mind’ could eventually become aware of 
its new five-dimensional connections to the universe as a whole, as mediated 
by ‘consciousness,’ and thereby learn to manipulate its five-dimensional 
environment by its extrasensory connections. This new awareness, when and 
if it is completed, would correspond to the evolution of a new complexity or 
a super-consciousness. This super-consciousness would require a still higher- 
dimensional perspective of physical reality and would thus correspond to a 
new complexity in a sixth physical dimension. The scientific concept of a 
sixth dimension was first discussed by Edward Kasner in 1921. He argued 
that the five-dimensional solar field required a sixth embedding dimension. It 
is no coincidence that Kasner’s and Kaluza’s scientific work was published 
at nearly the same time since similar ideas of physical hyperspaces had been 
‘in the air’ for over five decades. (Beichler, 1988 and 1991) Another scholar, 
Robert Browne, came to nearly the same conclusion two years earlier and 
wrote a book claiming that human knowledge of higher-dimensional spaces 
marked the next step in human evolution. 


Conclusion 


Humanity as a whole has not yet taken this last step toward evolving a 
super-consciousness. Yet this last step has profound consequences for the 
human species, and it is not without precedent. In physics and the basic 
sciences, we learn about non-local connections within the world by our most 
advanced theoretical researches and careful observations of nature. We extend 
our normal innate senses by invented mechanical and electronic means into 
the cosmological, astronomical, and sub-atomic realms of nature. Extending 
our knowledge of the universe in this manner can be described as the 
‘hardware’ solution to evolving ‘consciousness’ through increased 
understanding of our material world, within the ‘sheet.’ However, we can also 
learn about our world directly from the alternative perspective of our mental 
being or physical existence within the fifth dimension itself. This situation 
represents the theoretical speculation of what constitutes the part of the world 
outside of both our normal and extended means of observing the universe at 
large. This is the ‘software’ solution of intuition within science and the more 
spiritual aspects of human endeavor. 

Science is in the process of discovering that it is possible to manipulate 
our non-local environment by such methods as the tunneling effect and the 
non-local collapse of wave functions by consciousness. We are also learning 
of the non-local interactions directly via intuition rather than logical 
reduction. In science, non-local interactions and manipulations of our 
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environment are called, as groups, extra-sensory perception (ESP) and 
psychokinesis (PK). These phenomena are para-normal because they occur 
‘beyond’ our normally perceived or normally sensed existence within the 
local portion of the ‘sheet.’ ESP and PK are combined under the single banner 
of psi which is just a form of communication via the ‘para’ normal or ‘para’ 
physical connections that are ‘entanglements’ in five-space. As we learn more 
about the paranormal, we will actually gain knowledge about the five- 
dimensional ‘entanglements’ of our world and vice versa. We are thus moving 
toward super-consciousness, but not quite there yet. 

Super-consciousness marks the point where ‘consciousness’ becomes 
aware of both itself and the existence of its connections with all other parts of 
the universe within the extended five-dimensional space-time continuum. 
Super-consciousness first emerges when five-dimensional ‘consciousness’ is 
no longer a mystery, an unknown, which cannot be precisely defined. We 
cannot presently claim that we are super-conscious beings, at least not until 
we can understand and define ‘consciousness’ without the ambiguities that 
presently plague the concept. However, it is quite possible that individual 
human beings have already attained a state of super-consciousness through 
intuitive leaps and intuitive introspection, what Buddhists and mystics call 
‘enlightenment.’ While science uses the ‘hardware’ method to evolve 
‘consciousness’ and touches upon the ‘software’ method by intuitive 
speculation moderated by logical deduction, mystics stress the purely 
intuitive and holistic approach to knowledge. Their methods reflect a purely 
‘software’ solution to exploring reality. 

Religious mystics throughout the world, and especially the Buddhists, 
try to spark direct intuitive contact with our five-dimensional extensions, 
connections and ‘entanglements.’ In this manner, they hope to force an 
understanding of our physical reality that corresponds to the higher- 
dimensional geometrical structure of modern physics. ‘Enlightenment’ results 
from a direct and immediate knowledge and/or experience of ‘consciousness’ 
through direct realization of the fifth dimension rather than rote deduction and 
observation of our four-dimensional material environment. This corresponds 
to what some Buddhists might call the high road as opposed to the low road 
to enlightenment. 

At the lowest level of enlightenment, which corresponds to a more 
complete understanding of normal consciousness than we now possess, 
mystics purportedly display psychic and paranormal abilities. Mystics have 
become aware of their five-dimensional extension and the connections within 
the single field without realizing the nature of either the single field or the 
fifth dimension within which the single field exists. It is within the fifth 
dimension that the human mind can manipulate its ‘entanglements’ with other 
material bodies and thus precipitate paranormal events. Even though we, as 
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the whole human race, have not yet evolved super-consciousness, normal 
consciousness is a five-dimensional existent and there are special moments or 
events during which individuals gain a ‘glimpse’ or preview of their own 
super-conscious extensions in five-space. These events are commonly called 
out-of-body experiences (OBEs), near-death experiences (NDEs) and 
spontaneous enlightenment, to mention only a few. 

Buddhists teach their practitioners not to become enamored and trapped 
by these paranormal abilities, but to strive toward a still higher level of 
consciousness. It might be possible to explore our whole universe 
paranormally via our natural ’entanglements’ in the fifth dimension, using our 
minds and normal consciousness to gradually increase patterns of 
consciousness until we could precipitate a still higher level of ‘entanglement’ 
and realize super-consciousness. 

On the other hand, it could be easier to use the intuitive introspection of 
normal consciousness itself to realize the sixth dimension and move more 
directly toward super-consciousness. That is the goal toward which Buddhists 
and mystics move. The problem with the direct intuitive approach to super- 
consciousness is that a being arrives at that level without the proper 
‘vocabulary’ or sufficient knowledge of the lower dimensions of space-time 
to either utilize, communicate or even fully comprehend the new found vision 
of physical reality. That renders the intuitive approach a lonely singular 
journey. The newest step in the evolution of science (if not the whole human 
race) could, or perhaps should, entail a unification of the intuitive and 
analytical methods of consciousness, a melding of physics and mysticism, as 
science finally comes to an awareness of the true nature of consciousness. 
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Conference for 2020 canceled 


As much as we hate to say it, and we are deeply disappointed, 
the ASCSI will not be having a Conference for 2020. We 
waited as long as possible for everything to reopen after the 
covid-19 lockdown. Yet we have now been forced to admit that 
having our annual conference in the Research Triangle area of 
North Carolina in October, which is what we had planned, has 
now become unfeasible. We also considered the possibility of 
having a completely virtual conference, but that road offered 
some important problems that we could not yet overcome. In 
particular, anyone can now do a low-quality virtual conference 
anywhere, anytime, but we wanted something special that 
would surpass the virtual conferences of like-minded 
organizations that have now become the ‘thing’ on the internet. 
We would rather have a real live quality ‘in-person’ conference 
where everyone has a chance to meet each other and talk, one- 
on-one or in small groups, for the mutual benefit of our 
members and spreading new ideas among ourselves, our 
colleagues, and friends. Keeping this in mind, we are now 
looking at the possibility of a spring 2021 conference, if the 
covid-19 pandemic abates in time, to make up for the 2020 
non-conference, or possibly even two conferences in the next 
year. We have a few ideas in mind for an incredibly special 
conference in the near future and you will all be apprised of our 
progress on these new ideas in the future. 


— Jim Beichler, President ASCSI 
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Guidelines for Articles Submitted to The Journal for 
Spiritual and Consciousness Studies 


The Journal for Spiritual and Consciousness Studies Editor welcomes submissions of 
relevant articles including laboratory research, clinical research, clinical 
observations, case reports, literature review, and philosophical discussions. Relevant 
book reviews and letters to the editor are also considered. All submissions must be 
original and not under simultaneous consideration by other journals. Please either 
submit a CD of the manuscript in Microsoft Word or as an e-mail attachment in 
Microsoft Word. First priority for publication is given to material from members; 
others are considered and used when appropriate and when space permits. Each bi- 
annual issue contains 80 pages, with about 600 words on each full-print page of text. 
CONTENT: Research articles dealing with the interface between religion and 
psychical research are of special interest for the Journal. Articles on related fields of 
psi phenomena, religion, philosophy, science, and metaphysics can also be relevant 
and of interest to Journal readers. 
LENGTH: The preferred length of an article is a maximum of 5,000 words plus a 
bibliography not exceeding two pages. A letter to the editor should not exceed 1,200 
words. Book reviews can vary from one to five pages. Occasionally, articles on a 
specific topic will be solicited from established authorities in that particular field. 
FORMATS: Type all submitted material double-spaced on one side of the paper only 
and include with each article an abstract of no more than 100 words. Do not use 
numbers for source citations but place the references in parenthesis in the text. For 
example: “He was supposed to shine with his own light”. (Boyce, p. 72). The 
references in the Bibliography are to be placed in alphabetical order. Examples of 
formats for the Bibliography are: 

ARTICLES: Morse, D.R. (1998) “Stress and the Afterlife”. Journal of Religion 

and Psychical Research; 21(4): 194-205. 

BOOKS: Glynn, P. (1997) God the Evidence: The Reconciliation of Faith and 

Reason in a Postsecular World. Rocklin, CA: Prima Publishing. 

EXCERPTS FROM BOOKS: Merkelbach, R. (1994) “Mithras”. In Man, 

Myth, & Magic: The Illustrative Encyclopedia of Mythology, Religion, and 

the Unknown, Vol. 13. M. Cavendish, R. editor. New York: Marshall 

Cavendish Corp: 1751-1754. 

MEETING PRESENTATIONS: Wolf, L. (1997) “Jewish Meditation: A 

Kabbalistic Approach to a Balanced Life”. Presented at the Gersham YMHA, 

Philadelphia, June 2. 

INTERNET CITATIONS: Griffith, G. (1998) “Mithraism”. Uploaded on 11 

August. Downloaded on 2 January 2014. http://Icedar.evansville.edu/ 

~ecoleweb/articles/mithraism.html 
FOLLOW UP: Authors will receive acknowledgment of receipt within two weeks 
(usually). Acceptance or rejection notification will be given within two months 
(usually). Accepted manuscripts can be edited for clarity, style, conciseness, and 
space requirements. One issue of the journal in which the article is published will be 
sent to the senior author. Prices for authors’ reprints of their articles can be obtained 
by writing to the Assistant Treasurer Paul Hauser. 
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THE ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please enroll me as a member of The ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL 
AND CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. in the membership category 
marked below. Enclosed are my annual membership dues in the amount 


of for the year beginning 


C Supporting: $40 O Under 25 and Students: $25 
O Seniors over 60: $25 2nd Family Member: Free 
O E-Membership: $20 [publications by e-mail only] 


Note: If postal mailing address for publications is outside the U.S.A., add $20 per 
year for mailing expense ($10 per year for Canadian addresses). 


(Contributions and dues to The ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. are deductible for tax 
purposes under an Internal Revenue Service ruling of March 14, 2006.) 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Telephone E-mail 


Please enclose this application with your check or money order 
payable to The Academy for SPIRITUAL AND CONSCIOUSNESS 
STUDIES, INC. and send to: THE ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS STUDIES, INC. 


1378 The 12th Fairway, Wellington, FL 33414, USA 
Phone: (561) 446-3007 pauljhauser @ gmail.com ° http://www.ascsi.org 
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